
 
Inspect all inpatient and outpatient operative rooms/suites.  Request the use of proper attire 
for the inspection.  Observe the practices to determine if the services are provided in 
accordance with acceptable standards of practice.  Observe: 
 

• That access to the operative and recovery area is limited to authorized personnel and 
that the traffic flow pattern adheres to accepted standards of practice; 

 
• The conformance to aseptic and sterile technique by all individuals in the surgical 

area; 
 
• That there is appropriate cleaning between surgical cases and appropriate terminal 

cleaning applied; 
 
• That operating room attire is suitable for the kind of surgical case performed, that 

persons working in the operating suite must wear only clean surgical costumes, that 
surgical costumes are designed for maximum skin and hair coverage; 

 
• That equipment is available for rapid and routine sterilization of operating room 

materials; 
 
• That equipment is monitored, inspected, tested, and maintained by the hospital’s 

biomedical equipment program and in accordance with Federal and State law, 
regulations and guidelines and manufacturer’s recommendations; 

 
• That sterilized materials are packaged, handled, labeled, and stored in a manner that 

ensures sterility e.g., in a moisture and dust controlled environment and policies and 
procedures for expiration dates have been developed and are followed in accordance 
with accepted standards of practice. 

 
• That temperature and humidity are monitored and maintained within accepted 

standards of practice; 
 
• That medical/surgical devices and equipment are checked and maintained routinely 

by clinical/biomedical engineers. 
 

• Verify that all surgical service activities and locations are integrated into the 
hospital-wide QAPI program. 
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§482.51(a) Standard:  Organization and Staffing 
 
The organization of the surgical services must be appropriate to the scope of the 
services offered. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines  §482.51(a) 
 
When the hospital offers surgical services, the hospital must provide the appropriate 
equipment and the appropriate types and numbers of qualified personnel necessary to 
furnish the surgical services offered by the hospital in accordance with acceptable standards 
of practice. 
 
The scope of surgical services provided by the hospital should be defined in writing and 
approved by the medical staff. 



 
Survey Procedures  §482.51(a) 
 
Review the hospital’s organizational chart displaying the relationship of the operating room 
service to other services.  Confirm that the operating room’s organization chart indicates 
lines of authority and delegation of responsibility within the department or service. 
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§482.51(a)(1) - The operating rooms must be supervised by an experienced registered 
nurse or a doctor of medicine or osteopathy. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines  §482.51(a)(1) 
 
The operating room (inpatient and outpatient) must be supervised by an experienced RN or 
MD/DO.  The RN or MD/DO supervising the operating room must demonstrate appropriate 
education, background working in surgical services, and specialized training in the 
provision of surgical services/management of surgical service operations.  The hospital 
should address its required qualifications for the supervisor of the hospital’s operating 
rooms in its policies and the supervisor’s personnel file should contain information 
demonstrating compliance with the hospital’s established qualifications. 
 
Survey Procedures  §482.51(a)(1) 
 

• Verify that an RN or a doctor of medicine or osteopathy is assigned responsibility 
for supervision of the operating rooms.   

 
• Request a copy of the supervisor’s position description to determine that it specifies 

qualifications, duties and responsibilities of the position.  Verify that the supervisor 
is experienced and competent in the management of surgical services. 
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§482.51(a)(2) - Licensed practical nurses (LPNs) and surgical technologists (operating 
room technicians) may serve as “scrub nurses” under the supervision of a registered 
nurse. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines  §482.51(a)(2) 
 
If the hospital utilizes LPN or operating room technicians as “scrub nurses,” those 
personnel must be under the supervision of an RN who is immediately available to 
physically intervene and provide care. 
 
Survey Procedures  §482.51(a)(2) 
 

• Determine that an RN is available for supervision in the department or service.  
Validate the availability by requesting and reviewing a staffing schedule for the OR. 

 
• Review staffing schedules to determine adequacy of staff and RN supervision. 
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§482.51(a)(3) - Qualified registered nurses may perform circulating duties in the 


