
 
If line-operated medical equipment is not used in a patient care room/area, inside and 
outside the patient care vicinity: 
 

• UL power strips could be used with precautions 
 
Power strips providing power to non-medical equipment in a patient care room/area must be 
UL 1363.  In non-patient care areas/rooms, other UL strips could be used with the general 
precautions. 
 
 
Survey Procedures §482.41(a) 
 

• Verify that the condition of the hospital is maintained in a manner to assure the 
safety and well-being of patients (e.g., condition of ceilings, walls, and floors, 
presence of patient hazards, etc.). 

 
• Review the hospital’s routine and preventive maintenance schedules to determine 

that ongoing maintenance inspections are performed and that necessary repairs are 
completed. 
 

• Review a copy of the most recent environmental risk assessment to determine if the 
hospital has identified any accessibility, age-related, security, suicide and/or weather 
related risks or concerns.  If environmental safety concerns have been identified in 
this assessment, what plans have been implemented by the hospital to ensure 
patient/staff safety? 
 

• Refer any potential power strip use deficiencies to Life Safety Code surveyors. 
 

Communicate findings with health and safety surveyors as appropriate. 
 
A-0702 
(Rev. 37, Issued:  10-17-08; Effective/Implementation Date:  10-17-08) 
 
§482.41(a)(1) - There must be emergency power and lighting in at least the operating, 
recovery, intensive care, and emergency rooms, and stairwells.  In all other areas not 
serviced by the emergency supply source, battery lamps and flashlights must be 
available. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines  §482.41(a)(1) 
 
The hospital must comply with the applicable provisions of the Life Safety Code, National 
Fire Protection Amendments (NFPA) 101, 2000 Edition and applicable references, such as, 
NFPA-99:  Health Care Facilities, for emergency lighting and emergency power. 
 
Survey Procedures §482.41(a)(1) 
 
Use the Life Safety Code Survey Report Form (CMS-2786) to evaluate compliance with 
this item. 
 
A-0703 
(Rev. 37, Issued:  10-17-08; Effective/Implementation Date:  10-17-08) 
 
§482.41(a)(2) - There must be facilities for emergency gas and water supply. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines  §482.41(a)(2) 



 
The hospital must have a system to provide emergency gas and water as needed to provide 
care to inpatients and other persons who may come to the hospital in need of care.  This 
includes making arrangements with local utility companies and others for the provision of 
emergency sources of water and gas.  The hospital should consider nationally accepted 
references or calculations made by qualified staff when determining the need for at least 
water and gas.  For example, one source for information on water is the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). 
 
Emergency gas includes fuels such as propane, natural gas, fuel oil, liquefied natural gas, as 
well as any gases the hospital uses in the care of patients such as oxygen, nitrogen, nitrous 
oxide, etc. 
 
The hospital should have a plan to protect these limited emergency supplies, and have a 
plan for prioritizing their use until adequate supplies are available.  The plan should also 
address the event of a disruption in supply (e.g., disruption to the entire surrounding 
community). 
 
Survey Procedures  §482.41(a)(2) 
 

• Review the system used by hospital staff to determine the hospital’s emergency 
needs for gas and water.  Verify that the system accounts for not only inpatients, but 
also staff and other persons who come to the hospital in need of care during 
emergencies. 

 
• Determine the source of emergency gas and water, both the quantity of these 

supplies readily available at the hospital, and that are needed within a short time 
through additional deliveries. 

 
• Verify that arrangements have been made with utility companies and others for the 

provision of emergency sources of critical utilities, such as water and gas. 
 
A-0709 
(Rev. 37, Issued:  10-17-08; Effective/Implementation Date:  10-17-08) 
 
§482.41(b) Standard:  Life Safety from Fire 
 
The hospital must ensure that the life safety from fire requirements are met. 
 
 
A-0710 
(Rev. 200, Issued: 02-21-20; Effective: 02-21-20, Implementation: 02-21-20) 
 
§482.41(b) 
 
(1)  Except as otherwise provided in this section— 

 
(i)  The hospital must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in 
accordance with the Life Safety Code (NFPA 101 and Tentative Interim 
Amendments TIA 12–1, TIA 12–2, TIA 12–3, and TIA 12–4.) Outpatient 
surgical departments must meet the provisions applicable to Ambulatory 
Health Care Occupancies, regardless of the number of patients served.  
 
(ii)  Notwithstanding paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section, corridor doors and 
doors to rooms containing flammable or combustible materials must be 
provided with positive latching hardware. Roller latches are prohibited on such 


