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§482.62(d) Standard: Nursing services.

The hospital or unit must have a qualified director of psychiatric nursing services.
In addition to the director of nursing, there must be adequate numbers of registered
nurses, licensed practical nurses, and mental health workers to provide nursing care
necessary under each patient’s active treatment program and to maintain progress
notes on each patient.

Interpretive Guidelines §482.62(d)

Psychiatric nursing functions may include the following: supervision of paraprofessional
staff; assessment, planning, provision, and evaluation of psychiatric nursing care to
patients; medication teaching; management of the therapeutic milieu; provision of
mandatory and voluntary in-service training to all staff; and provision of specialized
treatments and therapies, such as individual, group and family therapies, that require the
clinical expertise of a professional psychiatric nurse.

Expect to see evidence of orientation programs as well as ongoing continuing education
programs for Licensed Practical Nurses and mental health workers that stress
individualized treatment interventions.



Determine that there is a qualified Director of Nursing (DON) providing the required
leadership and supervision for the psychiatric nursing department.



