
 
• Does the assessment of readmissions include an evaluation of whether the 

readmissions were potentially preventable?   
 
• Is there evidence of in-depth analysis of a sample of discharge plans in cases where 

preventable readmissions were identified?   
 

• Is there evidence that the hospital took action to address factors identified as 
contributing to preventable readmissions? 

 
A-0884 
(Rev. 37, Issued:  10-17-08; Effective/Implementation Date:  10-17-08) 
 
§482.45 Condition of Participation:  Organ, Tissue and Eye Procurement 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §482.45: 
 
The hospital must ensure the specific organ, tissue, and eye procurement requirements are 
met. 
 
A-0885 
(Rev. 37, Issued:  10-17-08; Effective/Implementation Date:  10-17-08) 
 
The hospital must have and implement written protocols that: 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §482.45(a) 
 
The hospital must have written policies and procedures to address its organ procurement 
responsibilities. 
 
A-0886 
(Rev. 37, Issued:  10-17-08; Effective/Implementation Date:  10-17-08) 
 
§482.45(a)(1) - Incorporate an agreement with an OPO designated under part 486 of 
this chapter, under which it must notify, in a timely manner, the OPO or a third party 
designated by the OPO of individuals whose death is imminent or who have died in 
the hospital.  The OPO determines medical suitability for organ donation and, in the 
absence of alternative arrangements by the hospital, the OPO determines medical 
suitability for tissue and eye donation, using the definition of potential tissue and eye 
donor and the notification protocol developed in consultation with the tissue and eye 
banks identified by the hospital for this purpose; 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §482.45(a)(1) 
 
The hospital must have a written agreement with an Organ Procurement Organization 
(OPO), designated under 42 CFR Part 486.  At a minimum, the written agreement must 
address the following: 
 

• The criteria for referral, including the referral of all individuals whose death is 
imminent or who have died in the hospital; 

 
• Includes a definition of “imminent death”; 
 
• Includes a definition of “timely notification”; 
 
• Addresses the OPO’s responsibility to determine medical suitability for organ 
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