
 
§482.51(b)(5) - The operating room register must be complete and up-to-date. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §482.51(b)(5) 
 
The register includes at least the following information: 
 

• Patient’s name; 
 
• Patient’s hospital identification number; 
 
• Date of the operation; 
 
• Inclusive or total time of the operation; 
 
• Name of the surgeon and any assistant(s); 
 
• Name of nursing personnel (scrub and circulating); 
 
• Type of anesthesia used and name of person administering it; 
 
• Operation performed; 
 
• Pre and post-op diagnosis; and 
 
• Age of patient. 

 
Survey Procedures §482.51(b)(5) 
 
Examine the OR register or equivalent record which lists all surgery performed by the 
surgery service.  Determine that the register includes items specified in the interpretive 
guidelines. 
 
A-0959 
(Rev. 37, Issued:  10-17-08; Effective/Implementation Date:  10-17-08) 
 
§482.51(b)(6) - An operative report describing techniques, findings, and tissues 
removed or altered must be written or dictated immediately following surgery and 
signed by the surgeon. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §482.51(b)(6) 
 
The operative report includes at least: 
 

• Name and hospital identification number of the patient; 



 
• Date and times of the surgery; 
 
• Name(s) of the surgeon(s) and assistants or other practitioners who performed 

surgical tasks (even when performing those tasks under supervision); 
 
• Pre-operative and post-operative diagnosis; 
 
• Name of the specific surgical procedure(s) performed; 
 
• Type of anesthesia administered; 
 
• Complications, if any; 
 
• A description of techniques, findings, and tissues removed or altered; 
 
• Surgeons or practitioners name(s) and a description of the specific significant 

surgical tasks that were conducted by practitioners other than the primary 
surgeon/practitioner (significant surgical procedures include:  opening and 
closing, harvesting grafts, dissecting tissue, removing tissue, implanting devices, 
altering tissues); and 

 
• Prosthetic devices, grafts, tissues, transplants, or devices implanted, if any. 

 
Survey Procedures §482.51(b)(6) 
 
Review a minimum of six random medical records of patients who had a surgical 
encounter.  Verify that they contain a surgical report that is dated and signed by the 
responsible surgeon and includes the information specified in the interpretive guidelines. 
 
A-1000 
(Rev. 74, Issued: 12-02-11, Effective: 12-02-11, Implementation: 12-02-11) 
 
§482.52 Condition of Participation:  Anesthesia Services 
 
If the hospital furnishes anesthesia services, they must be provided in a well-
organized manner under the direction of a qualified doctor of medicine or 
osteopathy.  The service is responsible for all anesthesia administered in the 
hospital. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §482.52 
 
The provision of anesthesia services is an optional hospital service.  However, if a 
hospital provides any degree of anesthesia service to its patients, the hospital must 
comply with all the requirements of this Condition of Participation (CoP). 
 


