
 

 

D5525 
(Rev. 166, Issued: 02-03-17, Effective: 03-03-17, Implementation: 03-03-17) 
 
§493.1264 Standard:  Parasitology 
 
(b) The laboratory must calibrate and use the calibrated ocular micrometer for 
determining the size of ova and parasites, if size is a critical parameter. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1264(b) 
 
Check for the following: 
 

• Presence of an ocular micrometer for the microscope(s) used; 
• Availability of a stage micrometer; 
 
• Instructions for calibration.  Use D5403; 
 
• Records of the measurements and calculations used to show that each objective 

(high, oil, low) has been calibrated; and 
 
• Criteria for the use of the micrometer for determining the size of ova and 

parasites.   Use D5403. 
 
Probes §493.1264(b) 
 
How has the laboratory determined the accuracy of the ocular calibration and that the 
staff has the knowledge for proper use? 
 
D5527 
(Rev. 140, Issued: 05-29-15, Effective: 05-29-15, Implementation: 05-29-15) 
 
§493.1264 Standard:  Parasitology 
 
(c) Each month of use, the laboratory must check permanent stains using a fecal 
sample control material that will demonstrate staining characteristics. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1264(c) 
 
The fecal sample control may contain either parasites or added leukocytes sufficient to 
demonstrate staining characteristics.  A commercially prepared quality control slide for 
intestinal parasites is also an acceptable control for checking permanent stains. 
 
While a wet mount preparation may not be sufficiently sensitive to detect small numbers 
of ova or parasites in fecal specimens, or to render a final species identification, the 
regulations do not require use of concentrated and permanent stain techniques to identify 


