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§493.851 Standard; Hematology 
 
(g) Failure to achieve an overall testing event score of satisfactory performance for 
two consecutive testing events or two out of three consecutive testing events is 
unsuccessful performance. 
 
§493.853  Condition: Pathology. 
 
The specialty of pathology includes, for purposes of proficiency testing, the 
subspecialty of cytology limited to gynecologic examinations. 
 
D2132 
 
§493.855 Standard:  Cytology: Gynecologic Examinations 
 
To participate successfully in a cytology proficiency testing program for gynecologic 
examinations (Pap smears), the laboratory must meet the requirements of 
paragraphs (a) through (c) of this section. 
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§493.855 Standard; Cytology: gynecologic examinations 
 
(a) The laboratory must ensure that each individual engaged in the examination of 
gynecologic preparations is enrolled in a proficiency testing program approved by 
CMS by January 1, 1995, if available in the State in which he or she is employed. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.855(a) 
 
Confirm by review of the attestation of enrollment documentation that all the individuals 
examining gynecologic cytology slides are enrolled in a CMS-approved cytology PT 
program. 
 
If an individual works at more than one laboratory, the individual will be required to 
indicate, prior to the first testing event, one laboratory as the primary laboratory where 
the individual will be tested.  Each laboratory is responsible for ensuring that all 
individuals examining gynecologic preparations in their laboratory indicate a location of 
testing. 
 
Pathologists who routinely examine gynecologic cytology slide preparations, only after 


