
 

 

laboratory’s courier)?  How does the laboratory ensure a timely pick-up of specimens to 
be performed at the referral laboratory? 
 
D5313 
(Rev. 166, Issued: 02-03-17, Effective: 03-03-17, Implementation: 03-03-17) 
 
§493.1242 Standard:  Specimen submission, handling, and referral 
 
(b) The laboratory must document the date and time it receives a specimen. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1242(b) 
 
When a sample is collected and a test is performed during the course of a patient’s visit, 
the date and time recorded in the patient “sign-in” log may be used as the date and time 
of receipt into the laboratory. 
 
D5315 
(Rev. 166, Issued: 02-03-17, Effective: 03-03-17, Implementation: 03-03-17) 
 
§493.1242 Standard:  Specimen submission, handling, and referral 
 
(c) The laboratory must refer a specimen for testing only to a CLIA-certified 
laboratory or a laboratory meeting equivalent requirements as determined by CMS. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1242(c) 
 
Some examples of laboratories meeting equivalent requirements are those of the Veterans 
Administration (VA), the Department of Defense (DOD) facilities, and CLIA-exempt 
laboratories. 
 
Probes §493.1242(c) 
 
How does the laboratory ensure that the reference laboratory has and maintains a current 
CLIA certificate? 
 
D5317 
(Rev. 166, Issued: 02-03-17, Effective: 03-03-17, Implementation: 03-03-17) 
 
§493.1242 Standard:  Specimen submission, handling, and referral 
 
(d) If the laboratory accepts a referral specimen, written instructions must be 
available to the laboratory’s clients and must include, as appropriate, the 
information specified in paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(7) of this section. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1242(d) 


