
 

 

(e.g., scant cellularity, obscuring blood, obscuring inflammation, or lack of endocervical 
component)?  
 
D5657 
(Rev. 166, Issued: 02-03-17, Effective: 03-03-17, Implementation: 03-03-17) 
 
§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(e)(5) The report contains narrative descriptive nomenclature for all results. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1274(e)(5) 
 
In cytology, great variation exists among the systems and terms a laboratory may use to 
report patient results on cytology reports.  The laboratory must specify the descriptive 
nomenclature used for reporting patient results.  This nomenclature must define the 
criteria used to classify patient results in a particular category in a clear and concise 
manner to ensure that all employees report patient results in a uniform, consistent 
manner.  Use of the Papanicolaou numerical system without narrative description is not 
acceptable. 
 
The Bethesda System is an example of a recognized system of narrative descriptive 
nomenclature for gynecologic cytology. 
 
Probes §493.1274(e)(5) 
 
When cytology evaluations are recorded on worksheets in “code” how does the 
laboratory ensure that the correct interpretation is used in reporting the results? Use 
D5801. 
 
D5659 
(Rev. 140, Issued: 05-29-15, Effective: 05-29-15, Implementation: 05-29-15) 
 
§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(e)(6) Corrected reports issued by the laboratory indicate the basis for correction. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1274(e)(6) 
 
Corrected reports, either hard copy or electronic, must clearly indicate both the corrected 
results(s), and the fact that the report is a corrected report. The corrected reports should 
be promptly sent to the authorized person and to all known recipients of the original 
incorrect report. 
 
Probes §493.1274(e)(6) 
 
How does the laboratory indicate that the report is a corrected report (to avoid confusion 



 

 

with the initial report)? Use D5821. 
 
How does the laboratory include the cause or reason for the correction in the report? 
 
D5660 
(Rev. 140, Issued: 05-29-15, Effective: 05-29-15, Implementation: 05-29-15) 
 
§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(f) Record and slide retention. 
 
(f)(1) The laboratory must retain all records and slide preparations as specified in 
§493.1105. 
 
D5661 
(Rev. 166, Issued: 02-03-17, Effective: 03-03-17, Implementation: 03-03-17) 
 
§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(f)(2) Slides may be loaned to proficiency testing programs in lieu of maintaining 
them for the required time period, provided the laboratory receives written 
acknowledgment of the receipt of slides by the proficiency testing program and 
maintains the acknowledgment to document the loan of these slides. 
 
(f)(3) Documentation of slides loaned or referred for purposes other than 
proficiency testing must be maintained. 
 
D5663 
(Rev. 166, Issued: 02-03-17, Effective: 03-03-17, Implementation: 03-03-17) 
 
§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(f)(4) All slides must be retrievable upon request. 
 
Probes §493.1274(f)(4) 
 
If the laboratory loans slides, what protocol has been established to ensure prompt return 
of slides, when necessary? 
 
D5665 
(Rev. 166, Issued: 02-03-17, Effective: 03-03-17, Implementation: 03-03-17) 
 
§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(g) Automated and semi-automated screening devices. When performing evaluations 


