
 

 

 
D2148 
(Rev. 140, Issued: 05-29-15, Effective: 05-29-15, Implementation: 05-29-15) 
 
§493.855 Standard; Cytology: gynecologic examinations 
 
(b)(3) An individual is determined to have failed the third testing event if he or she 
scores less than 90 percent on a 20-slide test set. 
 
D2149 
(Rev. 140, Issued: 05-29-15, Effective: 05-29-15, Implementation: 05-29-15) 
 
§493.855 Standard; Cytology: gynecologic examinations 
 
(b)(3) An individual who fails the third testing event must cease examining 
gynecologic slide preparations immediately upon notification of test failure and 
 
D2150 
(Rev. 140, Issued: 05-29-15, Effective: 05-29-15, Implementation: 05-29-15) 
 
§493.855 Standard; Cytology: gynecologic examinations 
 
(b)(3) may not resume examining gynecologic slides until the laboratory assures that 
the individual obtains at least 35 hours of documented, formally structured, 
continuing education in diagnostic cytopathology that focuses on the examination of 
gynecologic preparations, and until he or she is retested with a 20-slide test set and 
scores at least 90 percent. 
 
D2151 
(Rev. 140, Issued: 05-29-15, Effective: 05-29-15, Implementation: 05-29-15) 
 
§493.855 Standard; Cytology: gynecologic examinations 
 
(c) If a laboratory fails to ensure that individuals are tested or those who fail a 
testing event are retested, or fails to take required remedial actions as described in 
paragraphs (b)(1), (b)(2) or (b)(3) of this section, CMS will initiate intermediate 
sanctions or limit the laboratory’s certificate to exclude gynecologic cytology testing 
under CLIA, and, if applicable, suspend the laboratory’s Medicare and Medicaid 
payments for gynecologic cytology testing in accordance with subpart R of this part. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.855(c) 
 
Any laboratory testing patient specimens for the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) must 
enroll and successfully participate in a CMS-approved proficiency testing program for 
HPV beginning in 2008. Laboratories should refer to Subpart H for further information.   


