
 

 

 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1105(a)(4) 
 
Proficiency testing (PT) records include all information regarding the PT event including 
testing records, signed attestation statements, PT results and scores from the provider, 
documentation of review and records of any corrective actions. 
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§493.1105 Standard:  Retention requirements 
 
(a)(5) Quality system assessment records.  Retain all laboratory quality system 
assessment records for at least 2 years. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1105(a)(5) 
 
Quality assessment (QA) records do not need to be maintained and stored in one location.  
The records may be stored in the specific area or department appropriate to the 
monitoring and evaluation of the laboratory activities (preanalytic, analytic, and 
postanalytic). 
 
D3041 
(Rev. 140, Issued: 05-29-15, Effective: 05-29-15, Implementation: 05-29-15) 
 
§493.1105 Standard:  Retention requirements 
 
(a)(6) Test reports.  Retain or be able to retrieve a copy of the original report 
(including final, preliminary, and corrected reports) at least 2 years after the date of 
reporting.  In addition, retain the following: 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1105(a)(6) 
 
A copy, either paper or electronic, of the original report includes all information sent to 
recipients, and includes the name and address of the laboratory performing the test.  The 
copy need not be paper, but may be retrieved from a computer system, microfilm or 
microfiche record, as long as it contains the exact information as sent to the individual 
ordering the test or utilizing the test results.  The laboratory copy of the report should 
contain information that provides an accurate, complete, display of previously reported 
data retained or retrieved from the laboratory’s record system. 
 
For test reports from histopathology, oral pathology, or cytology that require personnel 
identifiers or an authorized signature (which may be electronic), the copy must include 
evidence of the identifiers or signature(s). 
 
A “preliminary report” means a test result that has been reported directly to the 


