
 

 

to sign the report, an individual, also qualified as a technical supervisor in Cytology, must 
reexamine and confirm the findings prior to signing the report. 
 
D5653 
(Rev. 140, Issued: 05-29-15, Effective: 05-29-15, Implementation: 05-29-15) 
 
§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(e)(3) All nongynecologic preparations are reviewed by a technical supervisor.  The 
report must be signed to reflect technical supervisory review or, if a computer 
report is generated with signature, it must reflect an electronic signature authorized 
by the technical supervisor who performed the review. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1274(e)(3) 
 
The laboratory must ensure that the technical supervisor: 
 

• Is the only individual to release his or her electronic signature for reports 
requiring technical supervisory review; and  

 
• Reviews all nongynecologic cytological preparations. 
 

If an electronic signature is used, the laboratory must ensure that the system is protected 
from use by unauthorized individuals. 
 
If the technical supervisor who performed the examination and diagnosis is not available 
to sign the report, an individual, also qualified as a technical supervisor in Cytology, must 
reexamine and confirm the findings prior to signing the report. 
 
D5655 
(Rev. 166, Issued: 02-03-17, Effective: 03-03-17, Implementation: 03-03-17) 
 
§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(e)(4) Unsatisfactory specimens or slide preparations are identified and reported as 
unsatisfactory. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1274(e)(4) 
 
The report should clearly specify when the slide is unsatisfactory for evaluation.  
Unsatisfactory slide preparations should not be reported as negative or normal. Use 
D5805. 
 
Probes §493.1274(e)(4) 
 
What criteria have been developed for categorizing a slide preparation as unsatisfactory 



 

 

(e.g., scant cellularity, obscuring blood, obscuring inflammation, or lack of endocervical 
component)?  
 
D5657 
(Rev. 166, Issued: 02-03-17, Effective: 03-03-17, Implementation: 03-03-17) 
 
§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(e)(5) The report contains narrative descriptive nomenclature for all results. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1274(e)(5) 
 
In cytology, great variation exists among the systems and terms a laboratory may use to 
report patient results on cytology reports.  The laboratory must specify the descriptive 
nomenclature used for reporting patient results.  This nomenclature must define the 
criteria used to classify patient results in a particular category in a clear and concise 
manner to ensure that all employees report patient results in a uniform, consistent 
manner.  Use of the Papanicolaou numerical system without narrative description is not 
acceptable. 
 
The Bethesda System is an example of a recognized system of narrative descriptive 
nomenclature for gynecologic cytology. 
 
Probes §493.1274(e)(5) 
 
When cytology evaluations are recorded on worksheets in “code” how does the 
laboratory ensure that the correct interpretation is used in reporting the results? Use 
D5801. 
 
D5659 
(Rev. 140, Issued: 05-29-15, Effective: 05-29-15, Implementation: 05-29-15) 
 
§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(e)(6) Corrected reports issued by the laboratory indicate the basis for correction. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1274(e)(6) 
 
Corrected reports, either hard copy or electronic, must clearly indicate both the corrected 
results(s), and the fact that the report is a corrected report. The corrected reports should 
be promptly sent to the authorized person and to all known recipients of the original 
incorrect report. 
 
Probes §493.1274(e)(6) 
 
How does the laboratory indicate that the report is a corrected report (to avoid confusion 


