
 

 

than slide examination and part-time employees), a period of 8 hours is used to 
prorate the number of slides that may be examined. 
 
The formula-- 
 

Number of hours examining slides X 100 
8 

 
is used to determine maximum slide volume to be examined; 
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§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(d)(2)(iii) Nongynecologic slide preparations made using liquid-based slide 
preparatory techniques that result in cell dispersion over one-half or less of the total 
available slide may be counted as one-half slide; and  
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1274(d)(2)(iii) 
 
Nongynecologic slide preparations made using automated, semi-automated or other 
liquid-based slide preparatory techniques include specimens prepared by centrifugation, 
cytocentrifugation, filtering techniques or monolayering techniques.  Any instrument 
used to assist in the adherence of cells to the slide is considered to meet this requirement.  
This requirement refers to slide preparatory techniques, not liquid based coverslips.  
Slides prepared by traditional methods (usually smears prepared by hand) are not 
included.   

 
Maximum Workload Limits for Nongynecologic Specimens 

 
Traditional Smear Technique                            100 Slides 
Automated, Semi-Automated, Liquid-Based         200 Slides 

Combination of Techniques                           100 - 200 Slides 
(Based on Prorated Time) 

 
§493.1274(d)(2)(iv) Technical supervisors who perform primary screening are not 
required to include tissue pathology slides and previously examined cytology slides 
(gynecologic and nongynecologic) in the 100 slide workload limit. 
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§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(d)(3) The laboratory must maintain records of the total number of slides examined 



 

 

by each individual during each 24-hour period and the number of hours spent 
examining slides in the 24-hour period irrespective of the site or laboratory. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1274(d)(3) 
 
Verify that the laboratory monitors the number of slides examined by each individual and 
the number of hours spent examining slides. 
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§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(d)(4) Records are available to document the workload limit for each individual. 
 
Probes §493.1274(d)(4) 
What records are maintained of each individual’s workload limit when various types of 
slides are evaluated? 
 
§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(e) Slide examination and reporting.  The laboratory must establish and follow 
written policies and procedures that ensure the following: 
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§493.1274 Standard:  Cytology 
 
(e)(1) A technical supervisor confirms each gynecologic slide preparation 
interpreted to exhibit reactive or reparative changes or any of the following 
epithelial cell abnormalities: 
 
 (e)(1)(i) Squamous Cell 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §493.1274(e)(1)(i) 
 
NOTE: This requirement is in addition to the review and confirmation by a technical 
supervisor of all nongynecologic preparations as described under §493.1274(e)(3). 
 
Probes §493.1274(e)(1)(i) 
 
How does the laboratory ensure that the technical supervisor confirms every slide 
containing cells exhibiting reactive, reparative, atypical squamous/glandular cells, LSIL, 
HSIL, and all carcinomas? 


