
 

specialized equipment, use of an interpreter, use of manual communication and tests designed 
to measure performance in the presence of visual disability. 

 

The content of or format of the assessments or the particular assessment tools which are to be 
used for the CFA are not specified.  Assessments must include identification of those functional 
life skills in which the client needs to be more independent and those services needed for the 
client to become more community integrated. 

 

W211 

(Rev. 135, Issued: 02-27-15, Effective: 04-27-15, Implementation: 04-27-15) 

 

§483.440(c)(3) The comprehensive functional assessment must take into consideration the 
client's age (for example, child, young adult, elderly person) and the implications for active 
treatment at each stage, as applicable, and must - 

 

Guidance §483.440(c)(3) 

 

During assessment, the client is given opportunities to participate in age-appropriate activities 
to assess the person's functioning in those activities or settings.  For example, the use of baby 
toys during the assessment of an adult would not be appropriate. 

 

W212 

(Rev. 135, Issued: 02-27-15, Effective: 04-27-15, Implementation: 04-27-15) 

 

§483.440(c)(3)(i) Identify the presenting problems and disabilities and where possible, their 
causes; 

 

Guidance §483.440(c)(3)(i) 

 

The CFA includes: 

 

• all diagnoses and developmental deficits for the client;  



 

• the supporting information for each; and  

• each evaluation should include conclusions and recommendations which go into the 
development of an active treatment program for the client. 
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§483.440(c)(3)(ii) Identify the client's specific developmental strengths; 

 

Guidance §483.440(c)(3)(ii) 

 

The client's identified developmental strengths, preferences, methods of coping/compensation, 
community use and awareness, friendships and positive attributes and capabilities are clearly 
described in functional terms in the assessments. 

 

Identified strengths are consistent with the client's observed functional status. 
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§483.440(c)(3)(iii) Identify the client's specific developmental and behavioral management 
needs; 

 

Guidance §483.440(c)(3)(iii) 

 

The CFA must address and identify those skill deficits/needed supports that may be amenable to 
training, those that must be treated by therapy and/or provision of assistive technology, and 
those that require adapting the environment and/or providing personal support.  Assessment of 
needed supports should be done within the context of the client’s age, gender, and culture. 

 


