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(iii) Evaluate the effectiveness of emergency and disaster plans and procedures. 

 

Guidance §483.470(i)(1)(iii) 

 

See also W448. The plan(s) must be revised as needed and must be based upon analysis 
completed under W448. 

 

(2) The facility must-- 

 

W445 

(Rev. 135, Issued: 02-27-15, Effective: 04-27-15, Implementation: 04-27-15) 

 

(i) Actually evacuate clients during at least one drill each year on each shift; 

Guidance §483.470(i)(2)(i) 

 

All clients totally evacuate the building at least once per year per shift, regardless of the 
occupancy chapter under which the building falls. 

 

All facilities, regardless of their size require actual evacuation.  "Actually evacuate", as used in 
this standard, applies to all clients.  The drills are conducted not only to rehearse the clients and 
staff for a fire emergency (see §483.470(i)(2)(v)), but for other disasters such as hurricanes, 
tornadoes, floods, etc.  Such disasters would require the entire occupancy to be evacuated, and, 
therefore, the actual evacuation must be practiced, as required. 

 

W446 

(Rev. 135, Issued: 02-27-15, Effective: 04-27-15, Implementation: 04-27-15) 

 

(ii) Make special provisions for the evacuation of clients with physical disabilities; 



 

 

Guidance §483.470(i)(2)(ii)  

 

Clients with physical or medical disabilities may require special procedures for evacuation, 
taking into account equipment or staff that must be maintained for the client’s care at all times.  
The facility’s evacuation plan should: 

 

• identify such clients;  

• clearly delineate any special evacuation procedures for those clients. 

 

Staff should be familiar with the facility’s special evacuation procedures when working with 
clients who are in need of unique provisions. 

 

W447 

(Rev. 135, Issued: 02-27-15, Effective: 04-27-15, Implementation: 04-27-15) 

 

(iii) File a report and evaluation on each evacuation drill; 

 

Guidance §483.470(i)(2)(iii) 

 

There is a written report of each evacuation drill held. 

 

W448 

(Rev. 135, Issued: 02-27-15, Effective: 04-27-15, Implementation: 04-27-15) 

 

(iv) Investigate all problems with evacuation drills, including accidents, 

 

Guidance §483.470(i)(2)(iv) 

 


