
 

Guidance §483.470(b)(l)(v) 

 

If a facility was initially certified on or after October 3, 1988 and/or is under renovations or 
conversions, they must have walls that extend floor to ceiling. 
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(2) If a bedroom is below grade level, it must have a window that-- 

 

(i) Is usable as a second means of escape by client(s) occupying the room; and 

 

(ii) Is no more than 44 inches (measured to the window sill) above the floor unless the facility 
is surveyed under the Health Care Occupancy Chapter of the Life Safety Code, in which case 
the window must be no more than 36 inches (measured to the window sill) above the floor. 

 

Guidance §483.470(b)(2)  

 

The intent of the regulation is to prohibit the housing of clients in basements that are entirely 
below grade.  Clients may be housed on the lower level of housing (e.g. a bi-level house), 
provided the window height requirements are met and the window is of sufficient size to be 
used as a means of escape. 
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(3) The survey agency may grant a variance from the limit of four clients per room only if a 
physician who is a member of the interdisciplinary team and who is a qualified intellectual 
disabilities professional-- 

 


