
 

meeting and documentation in the client record should describe why the parent or legal 
guardian could not attend and what information was provided to them. 

 

If the client is an adult who is competent to make decisions and who is not adjudicated, parents 
may not participate in the process if their participation is opposed by the client. 

 

In the event that a non-adjudicated adult chooses not to have their family involved in the active 
treatment process, the surveyor should see evidence in the record of efforts made by the facility 
to understand why the client has declined family participation.  If the client continues to decline 
family involvement after the facility has held discussions with him/her about the importance of 
this issue, the facility should honor the wishes of the client. 

 

In general, the more involvement and communication among the team members, the client and 
the parent or legal guardian the more likely the plan will be successful.  The facility goal should 
be to routinely include these parties unless rare circumstances exist. 

 

W210 

(Rev. 135, Issued: 02-27-15, Effective: 04-27-15, Implementation: 04-27-15) 

 

§483.440(c)(3) Within 30 days after admission, the interdisciplinary team must perform 
accurate assessments or reassessments as needed to supplement the preliminary evaluation 
conducted prior to admission. 

 

Guidance §483.440(c)(3) 

 

For new admissions, the CFA is completed within 30 days after admission and is utilized as the 
basis for the IPP. 

 

New, revised or updated assessments completed within the first 30 days of admission, 
accurately identify the functional abilities of the client. 

 

"Accurate" assessments refer to assessment data that are current, relevant and valid, and the 
skills, abilities, and training needs identified by the assessment correspond to the client's actual, 
observed status.  Assessments must be administered with appropriate adaptations such as 



 

specialized equipment, use of an interpreter, use of manual communication and tests designed 
to measure performance in the presence of visual disability. 

 

The content of or format of the assessments or the particular assessment tools which are to be 
used for the CFA are not specified.  Assessments must include identification of those functional 
life skills in which the client needs to be more independent and those services needed for the 
client to become more community integrated. 

 

W211 

(Rev. 135, Issued: 02-27-15, Effective: 04-27-15, Implementation: 04-27-15) 

 

§483.440(c)(3) The comprehensive functional assessment must take into consideration the 
client's age (for example, child, young adult, elderly person) and the implications for active 
treatment at each stage, as applicable, and must - 

 

Guidance §483.440(c)(3) 

 

During assessment, the client is given opportunities to participate in age-appropriate activities 
to assess the person's functioning in those activities or settings.  For example, the use of baby 
toys during the assessment of an adult would not be appropriate. 

 

W212 

(Rev. 135, Issued: 02-27-15, Effective: 04-27-15, Implementation: 04-27-15) 

 

§483.440(c)(3)(i) Identify the presenting problems and disabilities and where possible, their 
causes; 

 

Guidance §483.440(c)(3)(i) 

 

The CFA includes: 

 

• all diagnoses and developmental deficits for the client;  


