
Interpretive Guidelines §484.75(c)(1) 
 
The HHA should identify a registered nurse (RN) to supervise the care provided by 
licensed practical/vocational nurses (LPN/LVNs).  §484.115(k) requires the RN be a 
graduate of an approved school of professional nursing who is licensed in the state where 
practicing. 
 
The identified RN must in turn monitor and evaluate LPN/LVN performance in the 
provision of services, provision of treatments, patient education, communication with the 
RN, and data collection regarding the patient’s status and health needs (as delegated by 
the RN).   Only a registered nurse may perform comprehensive assessment, evaluations, 
care planning and discharge planning.   
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§484.75(c)(2) Rehabilitative therapy services are provided under the supervision of 
an occupational therapist or physical therapist that meets the requirements of 
§484.115(f) or (h), respectively. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §484.75(c)(2) 
 
An assistant must be supervised by a skilled therapy professional for the assistant’s 
respective therapy type.  For example, only a physical therapist may supervise a physical 
therapist assistant and only an occupational therapist may supervise an occupational 
therapy assistant.  The applicable therapist should monitor and evaluate the therapy 
assistant’s performance regarding provision of treatments, patient education, 
communication with the therapist, and data collection regarding the patient’s status and 
health needs (as delegated by the therapist).  Only the skilled therapist may perform 
comprehensive assessments, patient evaluations, care planning and discharge planning.   
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§484.75(c)(3) Medical social services are provided under the supervision of a social 
worker that meets the requirements of §484.115(m). 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §484.75(c)(3) 
 
Any social service provided by a social work assistant must be supervised by a social 
worker who has a master’s degree or doctoral degree from a school of social work 
accredited by the Council on Social Work Education and has 1 year of social work 
experience in a health care 
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§484.80 Condition of participation: Home health aide services. 
 
All home health aide services must be provided by individuals who meet the 
personnel requirements specified in paragraph (a) of this section. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §484.80 
 
The manner and degree of noncompliance identified in relation to the standard level tags 
for §484.80 may result in substantial noncompliance with this CoP, requiring citation at 
the condition level. 
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§484.80(a) Standard: Home health aide qualifications. 
 
(1) A qualified home health aide is a person who has successfully completed: 

(i) A training and competency evaluation program as specified in paragraphs 
(b) and (c) respectively of this section; or 

(ii) A competency evaluation program that meets the requirements of 
paragraph (c) of this section; or 

(iii)A nurse aide training and competency evaluation program approved by 
the state as meeting the requirements of §483.151 through §483.154 of this 
chapter, and is currently listed in good standing on the state nurse aide 
registry; or 

(iv) The requirements of a state licensure program that meets the provisions 
of paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section. 

Interpretive Guidelines §484.80(a)(1) 
 
The regulation describes four methods by which a home health aide may become 
qualified: 
 

• The candidate may successfully complete a training and competency evaluation 
program offered by an HHA (except by an HHA specified in §484.80(f)).  

 
• The candidate may successfully complete a competency evaluation program only. 

The competency evaluation program must address all requirements in §484.80(c). 
 


