
professional (that is, physical therapist, speech-language pathologist, or 
occupational therapist). 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §484.80(g)(1) 
 
The act of assigning a “specific patient” to a HH aide should be an intentional and 
deliberate decision that takes into consideration the skills of the aide, the availability of 
the aide for patient care continuity, patient preference (when possible), and other 
considerations as determined by the patient’s care needs. 
 
Most generally, HH aide services are provided in conjunction with, and as an adjunct to, 
a skilled nursing service.  When both nursing and therapy services are involved, either 
skilled professional may assign home health aides and develop written patient care 
instructions. 
 
G800 
(Rev. 219; Issued: 04-12-24; Effective: 04-12-24; Implementation: 04-12-24) 
 
§484.80(g)(2) A home health aide provides services that are:  
 

(i) Ordered by the physician or allowed practitioner; 
(ii) Included in the plan of care;  
(iii) Permitted to be performed under state law; and  
(iv) Consistent with the home health aide training 

 
 
 
G802 
(Rev. 219; Issued: 04-12-24; Effective: 04-12-24; Implementation: 04-12-24) 
 
§484.80(g)(3) The duties of a home health aide include: 
 

(i) The provision of hands on personal care; 
(ii) The performance of simple procedures as an extension of therapy or 
nursing services; 
(iii) Assistance in ambulation or exercises; and 
(vi) Assistance in administering medications ordinarily self-administered. 

 
Interpretive Guidelines §484.80(g)(3) 
 
“Self-administration of medications” means that the patient (or the patient’s caregiver, if 
applicable) can manage all aspects of taking her or his medication, including safe 
medication storage, removing the correct dose of medication from the container, taking 
the medication at the correct time, and knowing how to contact the pharmacy for refills or 
other questions.  
 


