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§484.80(h) Standard:  Supervision of home health aides.   
 
(1)(i) If home health aide services are provided to a patient who is receiving skilled 
nursing, physical or occupational therapy, or speech language pathology services— 
 

(A) A registered nurse or other appropriate skilled professional who is familiar 
with the patient, the patient's plan of care, and the written patient care 
instructions described in paragraph (g) of this section, must complete a 
supervisory assessment of the aide services being provided no less frequently 
than every 14 days; and 
 
(B) The home health aide does not need to be present during the supervisory 
assessment described in paragraph (h)(1)(i)(A) of this section. 

 
Interpretive Guidelines §484.80(h)(1)(i) 
 
An occupational therapist may conduct a home health initial assessment visit and 
complete a comprehensive assessment under the Medicare program, but only when 
occupational therapy is on the home health plan of care, with either physical therapy or 
speech therapy, and when skilled nursing services are not initially in the plan of care (86 
FR 62242). 
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§484.80(h)(1)(ii) The supervisory assessment must be completed onsite (that is, an in 
person visit), or on the rare occasion by using two-way audio-video 
telecommunications technology that allows for real-time interaction between the 
registered nurse (or other appropriate skilled professional) and the patient, not to 
exceed 1 virtual supervisory assessment per patient in a 60-day episode. 
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§484.80(h)(1)(iii) If an area of concern in aide services is noted by the supervising 
registered nurse or other appropriate skilled professional, then the supervising 
individual must make an on-site visit to the location where the patient is receiving care 
in order to observe and assess the aide while he or she is performing care. 
 
 
 


