
software; optical readers; secondary auditory programs (SAP); large print materials; and 
accessible electronic and information technology. 
 
The patient’s clinical record should include evidence that the HHA facilitated the 
availability of needed auxiliary aids and language services.   
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§484.55 Condition of participation: Comprehensive assessment of patients. 
 
Each patient must receive, and an HHA must provide, a patient-specific, 
comprehensive assessment.  For Medicare beneficiaries, the HHA must verify the 
patient's eligibility for the Medicare home health benefit including homebound 
status, both at the time of the initial assessment visit and at the time of the 
comprehensive assessment.   
 
Interpretive Guidelines §484.55 
 
A comprehensive assessment of the patient, in which patient needs are identified, is a 
crucial step in the establishment of a plan of care. In addition, a comprehensive 
assessment identifies patient progress toward desired outcomes or goals of the care plan. 
 
The manner and degree of noncompliance identified in relation to the standard level tags 
for §484.55 may result in substantial noncompliance with this CoP, requiring citation at 
the condition level. 
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§484.55(a) Standard: Initial assessment visit. 
 
(1) A registered nurse must conduct an initial assessment visit to determine the 
immediate care and support needs of the patient; and, for Medicare patients, to 
determine eligibility for the Medicare home health benefit, including homebound 
status. The initial assessment visit must be held either within 48 hours of referral, or 
within 48 hours of the patient's return home, or on the physician- or allowed 
practitioner-ordered start of care date. 
 
Interpretive Guidelines §484.55(a)(1) 
 
For patients receiving only nursing services or both nursing and rehabilitation therapy 
services, a registered nurse must conduct the initial assessment visit.  For patients 
receiving rehabilitation therapy services only, the initial assessment may be made by the 


