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§418.110(e) Standard:  Building Safety.  
 
Except as otherwise provided in this section, the hospice must meet the applicable 
provisions and must proceed in accordance with the Health Care Facilities Code 
(NFPA 99 and Tentative Interim Amendments TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, TIA 12-4, TIA 
12-5 and TIA 12-6).   
 
(1) Chapters 7, 8, 12, and 13 of the adopted Health Care Facilities Code do not 

apply to a hospice. 
 
(2) If application of the Health Care Facilities Code required under paragraph (e) 

of this section would result in unreasonable hardship for the hospice, CMS may 
waive specific provisions of the Health Care Facilities Code, but only if the 
waiver does not adversely affect the health and safety of patients. 
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§418.110(f) Standard:  Patient areas.   
 
The hospice must provide a home-like atmosphere and ensure that patient areas are 
designed to preserve the dignity, comfort, and privacy of patients.  
  
(1) The hospice must provide— 

 
(i) Physical space for private patient and family visiting; 
 
(ii) Accommodations for family members to remain with the patient 

throughout the night; and 
 
(iii) Physical space for family privacy after a patient's death.  

 
(2) The hospice must provide the opportunity for patients to receive visitors at any 

hour, including infants and small children.  
 

Interpretive Guidelines §418.110(f) 
 
A homelike atmosphere de-emphasizes the institutional character of the setting to the 
extent possible. 
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