
 

L686 
(Rev. 210; Issued:02-03-23; Effective:02-03-23; Implementation:02-03-23) 
 
§418.106 Condition of participation: Drugs and biologicals, medical supplies, and 
durable medical equipment. 
 
Medical supplies and appliances, as described in §410.36 of this chapter; durable 
medical equipment, as described in §410.38 of this chapter; and drugs and 
biologicals related to the palliation and management of the terminal illness and 
related conditions, as identified in the hospice plan of care, must be provided by the 
hospice while the patient is under hospice care. 
 
L688 
(Rev. 210; Issued:02-03-23; Effective:02-03-23; Implementation:02-03-23) 
 
§418.106(a) Standard: Managing drugs and biologicals. 
 
(1) A hospice that provides inpatient care directly in its own facility must provide 
pharmacy services under the direction of a qualified licensed pharmacist who is an 
employee of or under contract with the hospice. The provided pharmacist services 
must include evaluation of a patient’s response to medication therapy, identification 
of potential adverse drug reactions, and recommended appropriate corrective 
action. 
 
(2)[Reserved] 
 
 
 
L690 
(Rev. 210; Issued:02-03-23; Effective:02-03-23; Implementation:02-03-23) 
 
§418.106(b) Standard: Ordering of drugs. 
 
(1) Drugs may be ordered by any of the following practitioners: 
 

(i) A physician as defined by Section 1861(r)(1) of the Act,  
 
(ii) A nurse practitioner in accordance with state scope of practice 
requirements. 
 
(iii) A physician assistant in accordance with the state scope of practice 
requirements and hospice policy who is: 

 
 (A) The patient’s attending physician; and 
 



 

 (B) Not an employee of or under arrangement with the hospice.  
 

(2) If the drug order is verbal or given by or through electronic transmission— 
 

(i) It must be given only to a licensed nurse, nurse practitioner (where 
appropriate), pharmacist, or physician; and  

(ii) The individual receiving the order must record and sign it immediately 
and have the prescribing person sign it in accordance with State and 
Federal regulations. 

 
 
 
L691 
(Rev. 210; Issued:02-03-23; Effective:02-03-23; Implementation:02-03-23) 
 
§418.106(c) Standard: Dispensing of drugs and biologicals. 
 
The hospice must— 

 
(1) Obtain drugs and biologicals from community or institutional pharmacists or 

stock drugs and biologicals itself. 
 
(2) The hospice that provides inpatient care directly in its own facility must: 

 
(i) Have a written policy in place that promotes dispensing accuracy; and 
(ii) Maintain current and accurate records of the receipt and disposition of 

all controlled drugs.  
 
Interpretive Guidelines §418.106(c) 
 
A biological is any medicinal preparation made from living organisms and their products 
including, but not limited to, serums, vaccines, antigens, and antitoxins. 
 
 
 
L692 
(Rev. 210; Issued:02-03-23; Effective:02-03-23; Implementation:02-03-23) 
 
§418.106(d) Standard: Administration of drugs and biologicals. 
 
(1) The interdisciplinary group, as part of the review of the plan of care, must 

determine the ability of the patient and/or family to safely self-administer drugs 
and biologicals to the patient in his or her home.  

 


