
 

routine home care levels of care to hospice patients should be based on each patient’s 
care needs.  The requirements for nursing services for respite care are located at 
§418.108(b)(2). 
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§418.110(c) Standard: Physical environment. 
 
The hospice must maintain a safe physical environment free of hazards for patients, 
staff, and visitors. 
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§418.110(c)(1) -  Safety management.   
 

The hospice must address real or potential threats to the health and safety of 
the   patients, others, and property.   

 
L826 
(Rev. 210; Issued:02-03-23; Effective:02-03-23; Implementation:02-03-23) 
 
§418.110(c)(2) - Physical plant and equipment.  The hospice must develop 
procedures for controlling the reliability and quality of-- 
 

(i) The routine storage and prompt disposal of trash and medical 
waste; 

(ii) Light, temperature, and ventilation/air exchanges throughout the 
hospice;  

(iii) Emergency gas and water supply; and  
(iv) The scheduled and emergency maintenance and repair of all 

equipment. 
 

Interpretative Guidelines §418.110(c)(2) 
 
The storage and disposal of trash and medical waste should be in accordance with 
Federal, State and local laws and regulations (i.e., the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA), CDC, State environmental, 
health and safety regulations). 
 
The hospice must have a system to provide emergency gas and water as needed to 
provide care to inpatients.  This includes making arrangements with local utility 
companies and others for the provision of emergency sources of water and gas.  The 
hospice should consider nationally accepted references or calculations made by qualified 


