
 

§418.76(g)(3) The duties of a hospice aide include the following: 
 

(i) The provision of hands on personal care. 
(ii) The performance of simple procedures as an extension of therapy or 

nursing services. 
(iii) Assistance in ambulation or exercises. 
(iv) Assistance in administering medications that are ordinarily self-

administered-. 
 

Interpretive Guidelines §418.76(g)(3)(iv) 
 
The IDG determines if there are medications that are appropriate for aides to help 
administer based on the needs of the patient and family, training and competency of the 
aide, policies of the hospice, and any applicable State and local laws and rules.  If State or 
local laws and rules prohibit hospice aides from administering medications, they are 
precluded from doing this activity.  However, if medication administration is within the 
bounds of State and local laws and rules, and if hospices choose to have aides perform 
this task, the hospice is required to provide aide training in medication administration and 
assure that the aide is competent to perform this task before he/she is assigned to the 
patient.  See also §418.76(b)(3)(xiii).  
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§418.76(g)(4) Hospice aides must report changes in the patient’s medical, nursing, 
rehabilitative, and social needs to a registered nurse, as the changes relate to the 
plan of care and quality assessment and improvement activities.  Hospice aides must 
also complete appropriate records in compliance with the hospice’s policies and 
procedures. 
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§418.76(h) Standard:  Supervision of hospice aides. 
 
(1) A registered nurse must make an on-site visit to the patient’s home: 

 
(i) No less frequently than every 14 days to assess the quality of care and 

services provided by the hospice aide and to ensure that services ordered by 
the hospice interdisciplinary group meet the patient’s needs.  The hospice 
aide does not have to be present during this visit. 
 

Interpretive Guidelines §418.76(h)(1)(i) 


