
 

 

section. 
 
5. The hearing officer does not have the authority to compel by subpoena the 

production of witnesses, papers, or other evidence. 

40.5.2 - Informal Hearing Findings 
(Rev. 117, Issued: 08-08-14, Effective: 08-08-14, Implementation: 08-08-14) 
42 CFR §488.209 
 
Within 30 days of the close of the hearing, the hearing officer will present the findings and 
recommendations to the AO that requested the reconsideration. The written report of the 
hearing officer will include separately numbered findings of fact and the legal conclusions 
of the hearing officer. 

40.5.3 - Final Reconsideration Determinations 
(Rev. 117, Issued: 08-08-14, Effective: 08-08-14, Implementation: 08-08-14) 
The hearing officer’s decision is final unless the CMS Administrator, within 30 days of 
the hearing officer’s decision, chooses to review that decision. The CMS Administrator 
may accept, reject, or modify the hearing officer’s findings. Should the CMS 
Administrator choose to review the hearing officer’s decision, the Administrator will issue 
a final reconsideration determination to the AO on the basis of the hearing officer’s 
findings and recommendations and other relevant information. The reconsideration 
determination of the CMS Administrator is final. The final reconsideration determination 
against an AO will be published by CMS in the Federal Register. 
 

50 - Definitions 
(Rev. 117, Issued: 08-08-14, Effective: 08-08-14, Implementation: 08-08-14) 
Unless otherwise stated in this chapter, the following definitions apply: 
 
Accreditation 
 
An evaluative process (usually involving both on and off site surveys) in which a health 
care organization chooses to undergo an examination of its policies, procedures and 
performance by an external organization (“accrediting body”).  
 
Accreditation Cycle for Medicare Advantage (MA) Deeming 
 
The duration of CMS’s recognition of the validity of an accrediting organization’s 
determination that a MAO is “fully accredited.” 


