
The screening instruments in Table 7 meet the above criteria at the time CMS updated this 
section. However, the social needs screening field is evolving quickly, and screening 
instruments that currently do not meet the criteria outlined above may meet those criteria in 
the future (e.g., new LOINC® coding terminology may be created for a screening instrument 
for which it was previously not available). 
 
Therefore, in addition to the list of screening instruments specified in Table 7, SNPs can use 
questions on the three required domains from screening instruments included in the Gravity 
Project’s lists linked below of screening instruments by domain, which can be found in the 
National Library of Medicine Value Set Authority Center (VSAC).10 The Gravity Project 
compiles these lists to include screening instruments with available LOINC® coding that its 
members have identified as appropriate to screen for each domain, and will update them if 
and when new screening instruments meet these standards. CMS has determined the 
assessment instruments on these lists meet the criteria described above and are permissible 
for a SNP to draw from for the required questions on housing stability, food security, and 
access to transportation. Please note that VSAC users must create an account and be logged 
in to access the links below. 
 

• Food Security: VSAC Food Insecurity Screening Assessments 
• Housing Stability: VSAC Homelessness Screening Assessments; VSAC Housing 

Instability Screening Assessments; VSAC Inadequate Housing Screening 
Assessments 

• Access to Transportation: VSAC Transportation Insecurity Screening Assessments 
 

Currently, the screening instruments included in the VSAC are also listed in Table 7. In the 
future, the VSAC lists may expand to include additional instruments that meet the above 
criteria.  CMS will review the VSAC resources linked above to ensure that questions on the 
three domains are acceptable under 42 CFR 422.101(f)(1)(i). SNPs may use questions from 
assessment instruments included in this value set as of July 2023.  
 
CMS Post-Acute Care (PAC) Assessment Instruments 
Table 7 includes several CMS PAC assessment instruments that include a question on access 
to transportation that is almost identical to a transportation question included in the Protocol 
for Responding to and Assessing Patients’ Assets, Risks, and Experiences (PRAPARE) 
assessment instrument, but has a small modification to the response choices. These 
assessment instruments have been thoroughly tested, have associated LOINC coding to 
collect standardized data, and are already in use by providers. SNPs may use them to meet 
the requirement for including one or more questions on access to transportation in their 
HRAs. More details about the CMS PAC assessment instruments can be found in the CMS 
Data Element Library. 
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10 VSAC is a repository for clinical coding vocabularies that define clinical concepts to support interoperable health 
information exchange, and is provided by the National Library of Medicine in collaboration with the Office of the 
National Coordinator for Health Information Technology and CMS. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvsac.nlm.nih.gov%2Fvalueset%2F2.16.840.1.113762.1.4.1247.127%2Fexpansion%2FLatest&data=05%7C01%7CMichelle.Conway%40cms.hhs.gov%7Cedc4e8ca6ce745b4dd5008da715499e1%7Cd58addea50534a808499ba4d944910df%7C0%7C0%7C637946905440918029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OBoaYl6A%2B%2FIiPcwEtTm9xsN0i5cCNtuxynW3NGlEWSw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvsac.nlm.nih.gov%2Fvalueset%2F2.16.840.1.113762.1.4.1247.129%2Fexpansion%2FLatest&data=05%7C01%7CMichelle.Conway%40cms.hhs.gov%7Cedc4e8ca6ce745b4dd5008da715499e1%7Cd58addea50534a808499ba4d944910df%7C0%7C0%7C637946905440918029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mUy%2BmpXMf%2Bgeuz5nfJH4p4wTQ4HReQ6ck7g1%2BLaWt1A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvsac.nlm.nih.gov%2Fvalueset%2F2.16.840.1.113762.1.4.1247.130%2Fexpansion%2FLatest&data=05%7C01%7CMichelle.Conway%40cms.hhs.gov%7Cedc4e8ca6ce745b4dd5008da715499e1%7Cd58addea50534a808499ba4d944910df%7C0%7C0%7C637946905440918029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QL4mtdDhAbwPuLclaXyMtm7V6TG4EpTJ07B%2B%2FaGY0No%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvsac.nlm.nih.gov%2Fvalueset%2F2.16.840.1.113762.1.4.1247.130%2Fexpansion%2FLatest&data=05%7C01%7CMichelle.Conway%40cms.hhs.gov%7Cedc4e8ca6ce745b4dd5008da715499e1%7Cd58addea50534a808499ba4d944910df%7C0%7C0%7C637946905440918029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QL4mtdDhAbwPuLclaXyMtm7V6TG4EpTJ07B%2B%2FaGY0No%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvsac.nlm.nih.gov%2Fvalueset%2F2.16.840.1.113762.1.4.1247.131%2Fexpansion%2FLatest&data=05%7C01%7CMichelle.Conway%40cms.hhs.gov%7Cedc4e8ca6ce745b4dd5008da715499e1%7Cd58addea50534a808499ba4d944910df%7C0%7C0%7C637946905440918029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kSlXjiv3mH81ShlHwiGiTx%2F6hLQE7XEn4svb2tA0dv4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvsac.nlm.nih.gov%2Fvalueset%2F2.16.840.1.113762.1.4.1247.131%2Fexpansion%2FLatest&data=05%7C01%7CMichelle.Conway%40cms.hhs.gov%7Cedc4e8ca6ce745b4dd5008da715499e1%7Cd58addea50534a808499ba4d944910df%7C0%7C0%7C637946905440918029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kSlXjiv3mH81ShlHwiGiTx%2F6hLQE7XEn4svb2tA0dv4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvsac.nlm.nih.gov%2Fvalueset%2F2.16.840.1.113762.1.4.1247.128%2Fexpansion%2FLatest&data=05%7C01%7CMichelle.Conway%40cms.hhs.gov%7Cedc4e8ca6ce745b4dd5008da715499e1%7Cd58addea50534a808499ba4d944910df%7C0%7C0%7C637946905440918029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oZ7POq93rVW6%2BUjEhNRs5IL1bk7ODXEPqSiIxzlosog%3D&reserved=0
https://del.cms.gov/DELWeb/pubHome


 
Equity & Accessibility 
 
CMS encourages SNPs to consider equity issues in selecting screening instruments and 
questions, including the questions required by 42 CFR 422.101(f)(1)(i). In particular, SNPs 
should consider whether the instrument has been validated for racial and ethnic minority 
populations that the SNP serves and whether the instrument can be translated into languages 
that are commonly spoken by the SNP’s enrollees. In addition, SNPs should consider 
whether they can provide the questions in accessible formats using auxiliary aids and 
services as required by section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act and implementing 
regulations at 45 CFR Part 92. These regulations require plans to provide appropriate 
auxiliary aids and services, including interpreters and information in alternate formats, to 
individuals with impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills where necessary to afford such 
persons an equal opportunity to benefit from the service. 
 
Questions from Multiple Assessment Instruments 
 
SNPs are not required to adopt any of these screening instruments wholesale. SNPs must 
adopt one or more questions related to each of the required three domains specified in 42 
CFR 422.101(f)(1)(i) in their HRAs. SNPs do not need to select questions on the three 
required domains from just one assessment instrument. For example, a SNP may choose one 
question from a particular screening instrument on food security, and a question on housing 
stability from another screening instrument. This also applies to state-required assessment 
instruments. For example, if a SNP uses a state-required assessment that includes questions 
about housing stability and food security, but does not include any questions about access to 
transportation, the SNP must still include a question on access to transportation in its HRA 
and therefore must select one or more questions on access to transportation from an 
assessment instrument specified by CMS in this guidance.  
 
Assessment Instruments with Multiple Questions on the Same Domain 
 
There may be instances where an instrument includes multiple questions in the required 
domains. For example, an assessment instrument may include a question about housing 
instability as well as a question about quality of housing—both of which pertain to the 
required housing stability domain. If an instrument includes more than one question for a 
domain and a SNP elects to screen for that domain using that instrument, CMS strongly 
encourages the SNP adopt all of the questions for that domain in their health risk assessment. 
Validated assessment instruments with multiple questions on the same domain have been 
validated as a panel of questions and may be less accurate at screening an enrollee for a 
particular need when only one question from that panel is used. However, a SNP can comply 
with 42 CFR 422.101(f)(1)(i) even if the plan does not use the full suite of questions on a 
domain from a particular screening instrument. 
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