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SB-9 Accessory Dwelling Units: ordinances. (2025-2026)
                    

Senate Bill No. 9

CHAPTER 510

An act to amend Section 66326 of the Government Code, relating to land use.

[ Approved by Governor  October 10, 2025. Filed with Secretary of State  October 10, 2025. ]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

SB 9, Arreguín. Accessory Dwelling Units: ordinances.

The Planning and Zoning Law provides for the creation of an accessory dwelling unit by local ordinance, or, if a local agency has
not adopted an ordinance, by ministerial approval, in accordance with specified standards. The law requires a local agency to
submit an accessory dwelling unit ordinance to the Department of Housing and Community Development within 60 days after
adoption. The law authorizes the department to submit written findings to a local agency as to whether the ordinance complies
with the standards. If the department finds that the ordinance does not comply with the standards, the law requires the
department to provide a local agency reasonable time, no longer than 30 days, to respond to its findings. If the local agency does
not amend its ordinance in response to those findings or does not adopt a resolution with findings explaining the reason the
ordinance complies with the standards and addressing the department’s findings, the law requires the department to notify the
local agency and authorizes the department to notify the Attorney General that the local agency is in violation of state law.

This bill would invalidate the ordinance if the local agency fails to submit a copy of the ordinance to the department within 60 days
of adoption or fails to respond to the department’s findings that the ordinance does not comply with the standards within 30 days,
as described above.

Vote: majority   Appropriation: no   Fiscal Committee: no   Local Program: no  

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 66326 of the Government Code is amended to read:

66326. (a) A local agency shall submit a copy of the ordinance adopted pursuant to Section 66314 to the Department of Housing
and Community Development within 60 days after adoption. After adoption of an ordinance, the department may submit written
findings to the local agency as to whether the ordinance complies with this article.

(b) (1) If the department finds that the local agency’s ordinance does not comply with this article, the department shall notify the
local agency and shall provide the local agency with a reasonable time, no longer than 30 days, to respond to the findings before
taking any other action authorized by this article.

(2) The local agency shall consider the findings made by the department pursuant to paragraph (1) and shall do one of the
following:

Home Bill Information California Law Publications Other Resources My Subscriptions My Favorites

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A//leginfo.legislature.ca.gov%3A443/faces/billNavClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id=202520260SB9&t=20252026SB-9&
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A//leginfo.legislature.ca.gov%3A443/faces/billNavClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id=202520260SB9&t=20252026SB-9&
https://twitter.com/home?status=20252026SB-9%20https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov:443/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB9&
https://twitter.com/home?status=20252026SB-9%20https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov:443/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB9&


(A) Amend the ordinance to comply with this article.

(B) Adopt the ordinance without changes. The local agency shall include findings in its resolution adopting the ordinance
that explain the reasons the local agency believes that the ordinance complies with this article despite the findings of the
department.

(c) (1) If the local agency does not amend its ordinance in response to the department’s findings or does not adopt a resolution
with findings explaining the reason the ordinance complies with this article and addressing the department’s findings, the
department shall notify the local agency and may notify the Attorney General that the local agency is in violation of state law.

(2) Before notifying the Attorney General that the local agency is in violation of state law, the department may consider whether
a local agency adopted an ordinance in compliance with this article between January 1, 2017, and January 1, 2020.

(d) If a local agency fails to submit a copy of its ordinance to the department within 60 days of adoption pursuant to this section or
fails to respond to the department’s findings that the local ordinance does not comply with this article within 30 days pursuant to
this section, that ordinance shall be null and void. The local agency shall thereafter apply the standards established in this article
for the approval of accessory dwelling units, unless and until the agency adopts an ordinance that complies with this article,
including, but not limited to, the submittal requirements of this section.


