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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2025-2026 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 938

Introduced by Assembly Member Bonta
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Haney and Pellerin)

February 19, 2025

An act to amend Sections 236.14, 236.15, 236.23, and 236.24 of the Penal Code, relating to criminal procedure.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 938, as amended, Bonta. Criminal procedure: sentencing.

Existing law allows a person who was arrested or convicted of a nonviolent offense while they were a victim of human trafficking,
intimate partner violence, or sexual violence, to petition the court, under penalty of perjury, for vacatur relief. Existing law requires,
to receive that relief, that the crime for which the person was arrested or convicted was a nonviolent offense and that the person
establish, by clear and convincing evidence, that the arrest or conviction was the direct result of being a victim of human
trafficking, intimate partner violence, or sexual violence. Existing law authorizes the court to vacate the conviction if it concludes
that the petitioner was a victim of one of those crimes at the time of the alleged commission of the offense, the arrest was a direct
result of being a victim of that offense, and the vacatur is in the best interest of justice.

This bill would allow that relief for a person arrested or convicted of any-efferse- offense, except murder, as specified. Because
this bill would authorize more petitions to be filed under penalty of perjury, by expanding the scope of the crime of perjury, this bill
would impose a state-mandated local program.

If a court issues an order for a person who was arrested or convicted of an offense while they were a victim of intimate partner
violence or sexual violence, existing law requires the court to order the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the
offense, the Department of Justice, and any law enforcement agency that arrested the petitioner or participated in the arrest of
the petitioner to seal their records of the arrest and the court order to seal and destroy the records within 3 years from the date of
the arrest, or within one year after the court order is granted, whichever occurs later, and thereafter to destroy their records of the
arrest and the court order to seal and destroy those records.
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This bill would require the court to also order any law enforcement agency that has taken action or maintains records related to or
because of the offense, including, but not limited to, departments of probation, rehabilitation, corrections, and parole, to seal and
destroy their records. The bill would require those agencies to seal their records of arrest and the court order to seal and destroy
the records within one year from the date of arrest, or within 90 days after the court order is granted, whichever occurs later. The
bill would require the agencies to destroy these records within one year of the date of the court order. By increasing duties on
local law enforcement, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. The bill would also require the Department of
Justice to notify the petitioner and the petitioner’s counsel that the department has complied with the order to seal the arrest
records by the applicable deadline.

Existing law creates an affirmative defense against a charge of a crime that the person was coerced to commit the offense as a
direct result of being a victim of human trafficking, intimate partner violence, or sexual violence at the time of the offense and
when the person had reasonable fear of harm. Existing law prohibits this defense from being used with respect to a violent felony,
as defined.

This bill would allow that defense to be used with respect to a violent felony, except for murder, as specified.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that with regard to certain mandates no reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.

With regard to any other mandates, this bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates determines that the bill
contains costs so mandated by the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to the statutory provisions noted
above.

Vote: majority Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: yes Local Program: yes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 236.14 of the Penal Code is amended to read:

236.14. (a) (1) If a person was arrested for or convicted of an offense committed while they were a victim of human trafficking,
including, but not limited to, prostitution as described in subdivision (b) of Section 647, the person may petition the court for
vacatur relief of their convictions, arrests, and adjudications under this section.

(2) The petitioner shall establish, by clear and convincing evidence, that the arrest or conviction was the direct result of being a
victim of human trafficking that establishes that the person lacked the requisite intent to commit the offense. Upon this showing,
the court shall find that the person lacked the requisite intent to commit the offense and shall therefore vacate the conviction as
invalid due to legal defect at the time of the arrest or conviction.

(b) (1) The petition for relief shall be submitted under penalty of perjury and shall describe all of the available grounds and
evidence that the petitioner was a victim of human trafficking and the arrest or conviction of an offense was the direct result of
being a victim of human trafficking. This petition for relief does not apply to a conviction for the offense of murder, except in cases
of felony murder pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 189.

(2) A judge of the court, in addition to any other certifying entity, shall review and may sign any certification request submitted
by or on behalf of the petitioner pursuant to Sections 679.10, 679.11, and 679.13, regardless of the outcome of a petition raised
under this section.

(c) The petition for relief and supporting documentation shall be served on the state or local prosecutorial agency that obtained
the conviction for which vacatur is sought or with jurisdiction over charging decisions with regard to the arrest. The state or local
prosecutorial agency shall have 45 days from the date of receipt of service to respond to the petition for relief.

(d) If opposition to the petition is not filed by the applicable state or local prosecutorial agency, the court shall deem the petition
unopposed and may grant the petition.

(e) The court may, with the agreement of the petitioner and all of the involved state or local prosecutorial agencies, consolidate
into one hearing a petition with multiple convictions from different jurisdictions.

(f) If the petition is opposed or if the court otherwise deems it necessary, the court shall schedule a hearing on the petition. The
hearing may consist of the following:

(1) Testimony by the petitioner, which may be required in support of the petition.

(2) Evidence and supporting documentation in support of the petition.




(3) Opposition evidence presented by any of the involved state or local prosecutorial agencies that obtained the conviction.

(9) After considering the totality of the evidence presented, the court may vacate the conviction and the arrests and issue an
order if it finds all of the following:

(1) That the petitioner was a victim of human trafficking at the time of the alleged commission of the qualifying offense.
(2) The arrest for or conviction of the offense was a direct result of being a victim of human trafficking.
(3) Itis in the best interest of justice.

(h) An order of vacatur shall do all of the following:

(1) Set forth a finding that the petitioner was a victim of human trafficking at the time of the alleged commission of the offense
and therefore lacked the requisite intent to commit the offense.

(2) Set aside the arrest, finding of guilt, or the adjudication and dismiss the accusation or information against the petitioner as
invalid due to a legal defect at the time of arrest or conviction.

(3) Notify the Department of Justice that the petitioner was a victim of human trafficking at the time of the alleged commission
of the offense and of the relief that has been ordered.

(i) (1) The collection of restitution, fines, and fees imposed as a result of an offense that is the subject of the petition shall be
stayed while the petition is pending.

(2) If the petition is granted, unpaid restitution, fines, and fees shall be vacated. Any unpaid restitution, fines, or fees vacated
pursuant to this paragraph shall not affect any victim’s eligibility when applying for compensation from the California Victim
Compensation Board.

() A person who was arrested as, or found to be, a person described in Section 602 of the Welfare and Institutions Code because
they are alleged to have committed an offense while they were a victim of human trafficking, including, but not limited to,
prostitution, as described in subdivision (b) of Section 647, may petition the court for relief under this section. If the petitioner
establishes that the arrest or adjudication was the direct result of being a victim of human trafficking, the petitioner is entitled to a
rebuttable presumption that the requirements for relief have been met.

(k) (1) If the court issues an order pursuant to this section, the court shall also order all of the following agencies to seal and
destroy their records:

(A) Any law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the offense.

(B) The Department of Justice.

(C) Any law enforcement agency that arrested the petitioner.

(D) Any law enforcement agency that participated in the arrest of the petitioner.

(E) Any law enforcement agency that has taken action or maintains records related to or because of the offense, including,
but not limited to, a department of probation, rehabilitation, corrections, or parole.

(2) Any government agency described in paragraph (1) shall seal its records of arrest and the court order to seal and destroy
the records within one year from the date of arrest or within 90 days after the court order is granted, whichever occurs later.
The agency shall thereafter destroy their records of the arrest and court order to seal and destroy those records within one year
of the date of the court order.

(3) If requested by the petitioner, the court shall file as confidential the final court order granting the petition.

(4) The court shall provide the petitioner a certified copy of any court order concerning the sealing and destruction of the arrest
records. The court shall provide the petitioner and petitioner’s counsel a copy of any form that the court submits to any agency,
including the Department of Justice, related to the sealing and destruction of the arrest records.

(5) The Department of Justice shall notify the petitioner and the petitioner’s counsel that the department has complied with the
order to seal the arrest records by the applicable deadline.

(I) A petition pursuant to this section shall be made and heard at any time. The right to petition for relief pursuant to this section
does not expire with the passage of time. A court shall not refuse to hear a petition that was properly made pursuant to this




section on the basis of the petitioner’s outstanding fines, fees, or restitution, or the petitioner’s failure to meet the conditions of
probation.

(m) (1) For the purposes of this section, official documentation of a petitioner’s status as a victim of human trafficking may be
introduced as evidence that their alleged participation in the offense was the result of their status as a victim of human trafficking.

(2) For the purposes of this subdivision, “official documentation” means any documentation issued by a federal, state, or local
agency that tends to show the petitioner’s status as a victim of human trafficking. Official documentation shall not be required
for the issuance of an order issued pursuant to this section.

(n) If the petition is unopposed, the petitioner may appear at all hearings on the petition, if any, by counsel. If the petition is
opposed and the court orders a hearing for relief on the petition, the petitioner shall appear in person unless the court finds a
compelling reason why the petitioner cannot attend the hearing, in which case the petitioner may appear by telephone,
videoconference, or by other electronic means established by the court.

(o) Notwithstanding any other law, a petitioner who has obtained an order pursuant to this section may lawfully deny or refuse to
acknowledge an arrest, conviction, or adjudication that is set aside pursuant to the order and may lawfully state that they were not
arrested, adjudicated, or convicted of any charge vacated pursuant to the order.

(p) Notwithstanding any other law, the records of the arrest, conviction, or adjudication shall not be distributed to any state
licensing board.

(q) The record of a proceeding related to a petition pursuant to this section that is accessible by the public shall not disclose the
petitioner’s full name.

(r) A court that grants relief pursuant to this section, a state or local prosecutorial agency, any law enforcement agency that
arrested or participated in the arrest of the petitioner, or any law enforcement agency that has taken action or maintains records
related to or because of the offense being vacated pursuant to this section, including, but not limited to, a department of
probation, rehabilitation, corrections, or parole, shall take additional action as appropriate under the circumstances to carry out
the purposes of this section.

(s) If the court denies the application because the evidence is insufficient to establish grounds for vacatur, the denial may be
without prejudice. The court may state the reasons for its denial in writing or on the record that is memorialized by transcription,
audiotape, or videotape, and, if those reasons are based on curable deficiencies in the application, allow the applicant a
reasonable time period to cure the deficiencies upon which the court based the denial.

(t) The court shall provide the petitioner with a copy of an order issued pursuant to this section, as applicable, and inform the
petitioner that they may thereafter state that they were not arrested for the charge, or adjudicated or convicted of the charge, that
was vacated.

(u) Proceedings under this section constitute a postconviction proceeding under Section 1171.
(v) For the purposes of this section, the following terms apply:

(1) “Vacate” means that the arrest and any adjudications or convictions suffered by the petitioner are deemed not to have
occurred and that all records in the case are sealed and destroyed pursuant to this section.

(2) “Victim of human trafficking” means the victim of a crime described in subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) of Section 236.1.
SEC. 2. Section 236.15 of the Penal Code is amended to read:

236.15. (a) (1) If a person was arrested for or convicted of an offense committed while the person was a victim of intimate partner
violence or sexual violence, the person may petition the court for vacatur relief of their convictions, arrests, and adjudications
under this section.

(2) The petitioner shall establish, by clear and convincing evidence, that the arrest or conviction was the direct result of being a
victim of intimate partner violence or sexual violence that establishes that the person lacked the requisite intent to commit the
offense. Upon this showing, the court shall find that the person lacked the requisite intent to commit the offense and shall
therefore vacate the conviction as invalid due to legal defect at the time of the arrest or conviction.

(b) (1) The petition for relief shall be submitted under penalty of perjury and shall describe all of the available grounds and
evidence that the petitioner was a victim of intimate partner violence or sexual violence and the arrest or conviction of an offense
was the direct result of being a victim of intimate partner violence or sexual violence. This petition for relief does not apply to a
conviction for the offense of murder, except in cases of felony murder pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 189.




(2) A judge of the court, in addition to any other certifying entity, shall review and may sign any certification request submitted
by or on behalf of the petitioner pursuant to Sections 679.10, 679.11, and 679.13, regardless of the outcome of a petition raised
under this section.

(c) The petition for relief and supporting documentation shall be served on the state or local prosecutorial agency that obtained
the conviction for which vacatur is sought or with jurisdiction over charging decisions with regard to the arrest. The state or local
prosecutorial agency shall have 45 days from the date of receipt of service to respond to the petition for relief.

(d) If opposition to the petition is not filed by the applicable state or local prosecutorial agency, the court shall deem the petition
unopposed and may grant the petition.

(e) The court may, with the agreement of the petitioner and all of the involved state or local prosecutorial agencies, consolidate
into one hearing a petition with multiple convictions from different jurisdictions.

(f) If the petition is opposed or if the court otherwise deems it necessary, the court shall schedule a hearing on the petition. The
hearing may consist of the following:

(1) Testimony by the petitioner, which may be required in support of the petition.
(2) Evidence and supporting documentation in support of the petition.
(3) Opposition evidence presented by any of the involved state or local prosecutorial agencies that obtained the conviction.

(g) After considering the totality of the evidence presented, the court may vacate the conviction and arrests and issue an order if it
finds all of the following:

(1) That the petitioner was a victim of intimate partner violence or sexual violence at the time of the alleged commission of the
qualifying offense.

(2) The arrest or conviction of the offense was a direct result of being a victim of intimate partner violence or sexual violence.
(3) Itis in the best interest of justice.
(h) An order of vacatur shall do all of the following:

(1) Set forth a finding that the petitioner was a victim of intimate partner violence or sexual violence at the time of the alleged
commission of the offense and therefore lacked the requisite intent to commit the offense.

(2) Set aside the arrest, finding of guilt, or the adjudication and dismiss the accusation or information against the petitioner as
invalid due to a legal defect at the time of the arrest or conviction.

(3) Notify the Department of Justice that the petitioner was a victim of intimate partner violence or sexual violence at the time of
the alleged commission of the offense and of the relief that has been ordered.

(i) (1) The collection of restitution, fines, and fees imposed as a result of an offense that is the subject of the petition shall be
stayed while the petition is pending.

(2) If the petition is granted, unpaid restitution, fines, and fees shall be vacated. Any unpaid restitution, fines, or fees vacated
pursuant to this paragraph shall not affect any victim’s eligibility when applying for compensation from the California Victim
Compensation Board.

() A person who was arrested as, or found to be, a person described in Section 602 of the Welfare and Institutions Code because
they are alleged to have committed an offense while they were a victim of intimate partner violence or sexual violence may
petition the court for relief under this section. If the petitioner establishes that the arrest or adjudication was the direct result of
being a victim of intimate partner violence or sexual violence, the petitioner is entitled to a rebuttable presumption that the
requirements for relief have been met.

(k) (1) If the court issues an order pursuant to this section, the court shall also order all of the following agencies to seal and
destroy their records:

(A) Any law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the offense.
(B) The Department of Justice.
(C) Any law enforcement agency that arrested the petitioner.

(D) Any law enforcement agency that participated in the arrest of the petitioner.




(E) Any law enforcement agency that has taken action or maintains records related to or because of the offense, including,
but not limited to, a department of probation, rehabilitation, corrections, or parole.

(2) Any government agency described in paragraph (1) shall seal its records of arrest and the court order to seal and destroy
the records within one year from the date of arrest or within 90 days after the court order is granted, whichever occurs later.
The agency shall thereafter destroy their records of the arrest and court order to seal and destroy those records within one year
of the date of the court order.

(3) If requested by the petitioner, the court shall file as confidential the final court order granting the petition.

(4) The court shall provide the petitioner a certified copy of any court order concerning the sealing and destruction of the arrest
records. The court shall provide the petitioner and petitioner’s counsel a copy of any form that the court submits to any agency,
including the Department of Justice, related to the sealing and destruction of the arrest records.

(5) The Department of Justice shall notify the petitioner and the petitioner’s counsel that the department has complied with the
order to seal the arrest records by the applicable deadline.

() A petition pursuant to this section shall be made and heard at any time. The right to petition for relief pursuant to this section
does not expire with the passage of time. A court shall not refuse to hear a petition that was properly made pursuant to this
section on the basis of the petitioner’s outstanding fines, fees, or restitution, or the petitioner’s failure to meet the conditions of
probation.

(m) (1) For the purposes of this section, official documentation of a petitioner’s status as a victim of intimate partner violence or
sexual violence may be introduced as evidence that their alleged participation in the offense was the result of their status as a
victim of intimate partner violence or sexual violence.

(2) For the purposes of this subdivision, “official documentation” means any documentation issued by a federal, state, or local
agency that tends to show the petitioner's status as a victim of intimate partner violence or sexual violence. Official
documentation shall not be required for the issuance of an order issued pursuant to this section.

(n) If the petition is unopposed, the petitioner may appear at all hearings on the petition, if any, by counsel. If the petition is
opposed and the court orders a hearing for relief on the petition, the petitioner shall appear in person unless the court finds a
compelling reason why the petitioner cannot attend the hearing, in which case the petitioner may appear by telephone,
videoconference, or by other electronic means established by the court.

(o) Notwithstanding any other law, a petitioner who has obtained an order pursuant to this section may lawfully deny or refuse to
acknowledge an arrest, conviction, or adjudication that is set aside pursuant to the order and may lawfully state that they were not
arrested, adjudicated, or convicted of any charge vacated pursuant to the order.

(p) Notwithstanding any other law, the records of the arrest, conviction, or adjudication shall not be distributed to any state
licensing board.

(q) The record of a proceeding related to a petition pursuant to this section that is accessible by the public shall not disclose the
petitioner’s full name.

(r) A court that grants relief pursuant to this section, a state or local prosecutorial agency, any law enforcement agency that
arrested or participated in the arrest of the petitioner, or any law enforcement agency that has taken action or maintains records
related to or because of the offense being vacated pursuant to this section, including, but not limited to, a department of
probation, rehabilitation, corrections, or parole, shall take additional action as appropriate under the circumstances to carry out
the purposes of this section.

(s) If the court denies the application because the evidence is insufficient to establish grounds for vacatur, the denial may be
without prejudice. The court may state the reasons for its denial in writing or on the record that is memorialized by transcription,
audiotape, or videotape, and if those reasons are based on curable deficiencies in the application, allow the applicant a
reasonable time period to cure the deficiencies upon which the court based the denial.

(t) The court shall provide the petitioner with a copy of an order issued pursuant to this section, as applicable, and inform the
petitioner that they may thereafter state that they were not arrested for the charge, or adjudicated or convicted of the charge, that
was vacated.

(u) Proceedings under this section constitute a postconviction proceeding under Section 1171.

(v) For the purposes of this section, “vacate” means that the arrest and any adjudications or convictions suffered by the petitioner
are deemed not to have occurred and that all records in the case are sealed and destroyed pursuant to this section.




SEC. 3. Section 236.23 of the Penal Code is amended to read:

236.23. (a) In addition to any other affirmative defense, it is a defense to a charge of a crime that the person was coerced to
commit the offense as a direct result of being a human trafficking victim at the time of the offense and had a reasonable fear of
harm. This defense does not apply to murder, except in cases of felony murder pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 189.

(b) (1) A defendant asserting the affirmative defense specified in subdivision (a) has the burden of establishing the affirmative
defense by a preponderance of the evidence.

(2) A judge of the court, in addition to any other certifying entity, shall review and may sign any certification request submitted
by a defendant asserting the affirmative defense specified in subdivision (a), pursuant to Sections 679.10, 679.11, and 679.13,
regardless of the outcome of an affirmative defense raised under this section.

(c) Certified records of a federal, state, tribal, or local court or governmental agency documenting the person’s status as a victim
of human trafficking at the time of the offense, including identification of a victim of human trafficking by a peace officer pursuant
to Section 236.2 and certified records of approval notices or enforcement certifications generated from federal immigration
proceedings, may be presented to establish an affirmative defense pursuant to this section. Information contained in
governmental agency reports, which is relevant to the identification of a victim of human trafficking by a peace officer pursuant to
Section 236.2, may be presented pursuant to this subdivision even if a peace officer did not make an identification pursuant to
Section 236.2.

(d) The affirmative defense may be asserted at any time before the entry of a plea of guilty or nolo contendere or admission to the
truth of the charges and before the conclusion of any trial for the offense. If asserted before the preliminary hearing held in a
case, the affirmative defense shall, upon request by the defendant, be determined at the preliminary hearing.

(e) If the defendant prevails on the affirmative defense provided under subdivision (a), the defendant is entitled to all of the
following relief:

(1) (A) The court shall order that all records in the case be sealed pursuant to Section 851.86.

(B) Records that have been sealed pursuant to this paragraph may be accessed, inspected, or utilized by law enforcement
for subsequent investigatory purposes involving persons other than the defendant.

(2) The person shall be released from all penalties and disabilities resulting from the charge, and all actions and proceedings
by law enforcement personnel, courts, or other government employees that led to the charge shall be deemed not to have
occurred.

(3) (A) The person may in all circumstances state that they have never been arrested for, or charged with, the crime that is the
subject of the charge or conviction, including, without limitation, in response to questions on employment, housing, financial aid,
or loan applications.

(B) The person may not be denied rights or benefits, including, without limitation, employment, housing, financial aid,
welfare, or a loan or other financial accommodation, based on the arrest or charge or their failure or refusal to disclose the
existence of or information concerning those events.

(C) The person may not be thereafter charged or convicted of perjury or otherwise of giving a false statement by reason of
having failed to disclose or acknowledge the existence of the charge, or any arrest, indictment, trial, or other proceedings
related thereto.

(f) If, in a proceeding pursuant to Section 602 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, the juvenile court finds that the offense on
which the proceeding is based was committed as a direct result of the minor being a human trafficking victim, and the affirmative
defense established in subdivision (a) is established by a preponderance of the evidence, the court shall dismiss the proceeding
and order the relief prescribed in Section 786 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.

SEC. 4. Section 236.24 of the Penal Code is amended to read:

236.24. (a) In addition to any other affirmative defense, it is a defense to a charge of a crime that the person was coerced to
commit the offense as a direct result of being a victim of intimate partner violence or sexual violence at the time of the offense and
had a reasonable fear of harm. This defense does not apply to murder, except in cases of felony murder pursuant to subdivision
(e) of Section 189.

(b) (1) A defendant asserting the affirmative defense specified in subdivision (a) has the burden of establishing the affirmative
defense by a preponderance of the evidence.




(2) A judge of the court, in addition to any other certifying entity, shall review and may sign any certification request submitted
by a defendant asserting the affirmative defense specified in subdivision (a), pursuant to Sections 679.10, 679.11, and 679.13,
regardless of the outcome of an affirmative defense raised under this section.

(c) Certified records of a federal, state, tribal, or local court or governmental agency documenting the person’s status as a victim
of intimate partner violence or sexual violence at the time of the offense, including identification of a victim of intimate partner
violence or sexual violence by a peace officer and certified records of approval notices or enforcement certifications generated
from federal immigration proceedings, may be presented to establish an affirmative defense pursuant to this section. Information
contained in governmental agency reports, which is relevant to the identification of a victim of intimate partner violence or sexual
violence, may be presented pursuant to this subdivision even if the defendant was not then identified as a victim of intimate
partner violence or sexual violence.

(d) The affirmative defense may be asserted at any time before the entry of a plea of guilty or nolo contendere or admission to the
truth of the charges and before the conclusion of any trial for the offense. If asserted before the preliminary hearing held in a
case, the affirmative defense shall, upon request by the defendant, be determined at the preliminary hearing.

(e) If the defendant prevails on the affirmative defense provided under subdivision (a), the defendant is entitled to all of the
following relief:

(1) (A) The court shall order that all records in the case be sealed pursuant to Section 851.86.

(B) Records that have been sealed pursuant to this paragraph may be accessed, inspected, or utilized by law enforcement
for subsequent investigatory purposes involving persons other than the defendant.

(2) The person shall be released from all penalties and disabilities resulting from the charge, and all actions and proceedings
by law enforcement personnel, courts, or other government employees that led to the charge shall be deemed not to have
occurred.

(3) (A) The person may in all circumstances state that they have never been arrested for, or charged with, the crime that is the
subject of the charge or conviction, including, without limitation, in response to questions on employment, housing, financial aid,
or loan applications.

(B) The person may not be denied rights or benefits, including, without limitation, employment, housing, financial aid,
welfare, or a loan or other financial accommodation, based on the arrest or charge or their failure or refusal to disclose the
existence of or information concerning those events.

(C) The person may not be thereafter charged or convicted of perjury or otherwise of giving a false statement by reason of
having failed to disclose or acknowledge the existence of the charge, or any arrest, indictment, trial, or other proceedings
related thereto.

(f) If, in a proceeding pursuant to Section 602 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, the juvenile court finds that the offense on
which the proceeding is based was committed as a direct result of the minor being a victim of intimate partner violence or sexual
violence, and the affirmative defense established in subdivision (a) is established by a preponderance of the evidence, the court
shall dismiss the proceeding and order the relief prescribed in Section 786 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.

SEC. 5. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution for certain
costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district because, in that regard, this act creates a new crime or infraction,
eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the
Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California
Constitution.

However, if the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act contains other costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement to local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section
17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.




