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ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 658

AB-658 Vehicles: registration fees. (2025-2026)
                    

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2025–2026 REGULAR SESSION

Introduced by Assembly Member Jeff Gonzalez
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Castillo and Lackey)

(Coauthors: Senators Ochoa Bogh and Seyarto)

February 14, 2025

An act to add Section 9250.20 to the Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 658, as introduced, Jeff Gonzalez. Vehicles: registration fees.

Existing law requires a registration fee to be paid to the Department of Motor Vehicles for the registration of each vehicle or trailer
coach of a type subject to registration under the Vehicle Code, except those vehicles that are expressly exempted from the
payment of registration fees.

This bill would require the department, if there is an increase in the registration fee described above, to complete and post an
affordability impact analysis on its internet website within 6 months of the date that the increase becomes effective. The bill would
require the affordability impact analysis to include, among other things, the average increase in annual vehicle registration costs
over the past 5 years and the total number of vehicles with delinquent registrations.

Vote: majority   Appropriation: no   Fiscal Committee: yes   Local Program: no  

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 9250.20 is added to the Vehicle Code, to read:

9250.20.  (a)  In any year that an increase in the registration fee described in Section 9250 is enacted, the department shall
complete and post an affordability impact analysis on its internet website within six months of the date that the increase becomes
effective.

(b) The affordability impact analysis shall include all of the following:
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(1) The average increase in annual vehicle registration costs over the past five years, including a breakdown by vehicle value.

(2) The total number of vehicles with delinquent registrations and the number of registrations that became delinquent in each of
the past five years, including a breakdown by vehicle value and registered address ZIP Code.

(3) The total amount of delinquent registration debt owed to the department, and the amount of delinquent registration debt
added in each of the past five years, including a breakdown by all of the following:

(A) Vehicle value.

(B) The period of time that the debt is past due.

(C) The amount of debt attributable to the original balance and the amount attributable to late penalties.

(4) The number of vehicles impounded and sold to collect unpaid registration debt in each of the past five years pursuant to
Article 6 (commencing with Section 9800) of this chapter and the total amount of debt collected, including a breakdown by
vehicle value and registered address ZIP Code.

(5) The total number of delinquent registrations and amount of delinquent registration debt referred to the Franchise Tax Board
(FTB) for collection through bank levies and wage garnishment pursuant to Section 10878 of the Revenue and Taxation Code
over the past five years, including a breakdown by vehicle value and registered address ZIP Code.

(6) The total amount of registration debt collected by FTB and remitted to the department over the past five years.

(7) The number of civil actions taken by the department to collect unpaid registration debt pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section
9562 over the past five years, including a breakdown by vehicle value and registered address ZIP Code.

(8) The total number of vehicles subject to a registration hold for unpaid parking tickets or toll violations pursuant to Section
4760 or Section 4770, including a breakdown by vehicle value and registered address ZIP Code.

(9) The number of vehicles subject to the fee exemption pursuant to Section 9105, and Sections 10783 and 10783.2 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code, including a breakdown by registered address ZIP Code.

(10) An itemized list of cost increases over the past five years that have contributed to a shortfall in the Motor Vehicle Account
(MVA).

(11) A description of efforts to improve department efficiency, reduce field office visits, automate processes, and increase the
number of online transactions over the past five years, and an estimate of anticipated budgetary savings resulting from these
efforts.

(12) Proposals to achieve additional savings that could mitigate the need for registration fee increases.

(13) Any alternative analysis that provides strategies for eliminating the MVA shortfall while minimizing the cost impact on low-
income and middle-class families.

(c) For purposes of this section, “vehicle value” means the five value classes described in subdivision (a) of Section 11052 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code.


