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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2025-2026 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 557

Introduced by Assembly Member McKinnor

February 12, 2025

Health and Safety Code, relating to housing.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 557, as amended, McKinnor. California Factory-Built Housing Law.

Existing law, the California Factory-Built Housing Law, requires all factory-built housing after a specified date that is sold or
offered for sale to first users within the state to bear insignia of approval issued by the department, deems that housing to comply
with the requirements of all ordinances or regulations enacted by any city, city and county, county, or district that may be
applicable to the construction of housing, as specified, and prohibits a city, city and county, county, and district from requiring
submittal of plans for any factory-built housing manufactured, or to be manufactured pursuant to these provisions, as specified.

Existing law requires the department to provide by regulatlon for the quallflcatlon and dlsquallflcatlon of design approval agenmes
to perform approval of factory-built housing plans and i
#aeeefy-btrr}t—heuﬁﬁg—Eaﬂsﬁﬁg—law spec:flcat/ons and makes approval by these agencies the equwalent of department approval

" - The
law provides that any person who violates any of these provisions and other specified law is guilty of a misdemeanor, as
specified.
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y require plans or
specmcatlons of factory built housmg approved pursuant to these provisions to be approved by unit serial-rumber—as-—speeified:
Fhe-bitt-would—make—eonforming—ehanges: number and would authorize the approved plans or specifications to be used in
subsequent development projects unless building standards relating to factory-built housing are modified, as specified. The bill
would require the department and the design approval agencies to limit their review to the portions of a plan or specification that
has not already received approval, as specified. By expanding the scope of-existing—erimes; an existing crime, this bill would
impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.

The bill would include findings that changes proposed by this bill address a matter of statewide concern rather than a municipal
affair and, therefore, apply to all cities, including charter cities.
Vote: majority Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: yes Local Program: yes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SEC5:SECTION 1. Section 19980 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read:

19980. (a) Any factory-built housing manufactured after the effective date of the building standards published in the State Building
Standards Code and the other regulations adopted pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 19990) of this part, which is
sold or offered for sale to first users within this state, &
shall bear insignia of approval issued by the department.

(b) Any plans or specifications of factory-built housing approved by the department pursuant to this part shall be approved by unit

serial number—fer—use—in—any—developmentprojeet and may be used in subsequent development projects—witheut—+reeeiving
approvalfereach-projectinwhich-thatunitdesignisused: pursuant to this subdivision:

(1) A plan or specification that has been approved by the department and issued a unit serial number or numbers may be used
in any subsequent development project within the same triennial building code cycle in which the plan or specification received
its initial approval.

(2) A plan or specification that has been approved by the department and issued a unit serial number or numbers may be used
in any subsequent development project in a subsequent triennial building code cycle provided that no modification has been
made to the building standards relating to factory-built housing adopted pursuant to this part since the plan or specification
received its initial approval.

(c) The department, or a qualified design approval agency acting pursuant to Section 19991.3, shall limit its review of new plans
or specifications for factory-built housing to the portions of those plans or specifications that have not been approved for use in
that triennial building code cycle pursuant to subdivision (b).







SEC—15:SEC. 2. The provisions of this act are severable. If any provision of this act or its application is held invalid, that
invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications that can be given effect without the invalid provision or application.

SEE16:SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution
because the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district will be incurred because this act creates a new
crime or infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section
17556 of the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the
California Constitution.

SEE37-SEC. 4. The Legislature finds and declares that in light of the severe shortage of housing and emergency shelter in
this state, lowering the cost and timeline of housing production by reducing obstacles in approvals and inspections of factory-built
housing and factory-built developments is a matter of statewide concern and is not a municipal affair as that term is used in
Section 5 of Article XI of the California Constitution. Therefore,—Seetiens—t—+teo—34—inelusive; Section 1 of this act, amending

Section 19980 of the Health and Safety Code,

appty applies to all cities, including charter cities.




