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AB-304 Training programs: clinical laboratories and personnel: grants. (2025-2026)
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2025-2026 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 304

Introduced by Assembly Member Chen

January 23, 2025

An act to add Article 8 (commencing with Section 1330) to Chapter 3 of Division 2 of the Business and Professions

Code, relating to healing arts.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 304, as introduced, Chen. Training programs: clinical laboratories and personnel: grants.

Existing law establishes the State Department of Public Health within the California Health and Human Services Agency. Existing
law requires the department to license and regulate clinical laboratories and various clinical laboratory personnel, including
medical laboratory technicians. Existing law prohibits a person from operating a training program or course for the purpose of
training clinical laboratory scientists or medical laboratory technicians without the prior approval of the department. Existing law
imposes on the department specified duties related to the approval and regulation of training programs for instruction in clinical
laboratory techniques.

Existing law establishes a Department of Health Care Access and Information within the California Health and Human Services
Agency. Existing law authorizes the department to make grants to develop training for new types of health professions personnel,
as specified.

This bill would require the Department of Health Care Access and Information, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to establish
a grant program to provide funding for qualified training programs, as defined, that are approved by the State Department of
Public Health, as specified. The bill would also require a grantee to expend funds within 3 years of receiving the grant. The bill
would make related findings and declarations.

Vote: majority Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: yes Local Program: no

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares both of the following:



https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A//leginfo.legislature.ca.gov%3A443/faces/billNavClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id=202520260AB304&t=20252026AB-304&
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A//leginfo.legislature.ca.gov%3A443/faces/billNavClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id=202520260AB304&t=20252026AB-304&
https://twitter.com/home?status=20252026AB-304%20https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov:443/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB304&
https://twitter.com/home?status=20252026AB-304%20https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov:443/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB304&

(a) The need for clinical laboratory scientists and medical laboratory technicians has grown in recent years at a rate severely
disproportionate to the growth rate of educational training program opportunities for up-and-coming lab professionals.

(b) With state law requiring that each clinical laboratory scientist or medical laboratory technician have experience in those
programs, the process of students becoming professionals must be streamlined and provided for by the state.

SEC. 2. Article 8 (commencing with Section 1330) is added to Chapter 3 of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code, to
read:

Article 8. Clinical Laboratory Training Grant Program

1330. (a) Upon appropriation by the Legislature for this express purpose, the Department of Health Care Access and Information,
in coordination with the State Department of Public Health, shall establish a grant program to provide funding to clinical training
programs that meet both of the following criteria:

(1) Offer training programs for clinical laboratory scientists or medical laboratory technicians.

(2) Are approved by the State Department of Public Health or accredited by a recognized accrediting program approved by the
State Department of Public Health.

(b) The Department of Health Care Access and Information may award grants to clinical training programs for the purpose of
training new clinical laboratory scientists or medical laboratory technicians.

(c) A grantee awarded a grant pursuant to subdivision (b) shall expend those funds within three years of receiving the grant.




