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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 133

HR-133 (2021-2022)
                    

REVISED  AUGUST 25, 2022

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2021–2022 REGULAR SESSION

Introduced by Assembly Member Cooley
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Aguiar-Curry, Alvarez, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Bennett, Berman, Bloom,
Boerner Horvath, Mia Bonta, Bryan, Calderon, Carrillo, Cervantes, Chen, Choi, Cooper, Megan Dahle, Daly,

Davies, Flora, Fong, Mike Fong, Friedman, Gabriel, Gallagher, Cristina Garcia, Eduardo Garcia, Gipson,
Grayson, Haney, Holden, Jones-Sawyer, Kalra, Kiley, Lackey, Lee, Levine, Low, Maienschein, Mathis, Mayes,
McCarty, McKinnor, Medina, Mullin, Muratsuchi, Nazarian, Nguyen, O’Donnell, Patterson, Petrie-Norris, Quirk,

Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Rendon, Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, Rodriguez, Blanca Rubio, Santiago, Seyarto,
Smith, Ting, Valladares, Villapudua, Voepel, Waldron, Ward, Akilah Weber, Wicks, Wilson, and Wood)

August 22, 2022

Relative to Ukrainian Independence Day.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

HR 133, as introduced, Cooley.

WHEREAS, Thirty-one years ago, on August 24, 1991, the Parliament of Ukraine formally declared an independent, sovereign,
and democratic Ukrainian state, establishing the territorial integrity of Ukraine as sovereign and inviolable, further upheld by over
90 percent of Ukrainians in a national referendum in December of that same year; and

WHEREAS, Ukraine is a proud independent country, home to a distinct people and culture that has flourished; and

WHEREAS, For centuries, the people of Ukraine yearned and struggled to achieve an independent state, all the while preserving
their culture, language, and self-identity; and

WHEREAS, Seventy-six years ago, in the immediate aftermath of World War II, many thousands of Ukrainians found themselves
beyond the borders of their homeland as refugees, nearly one-half between 10 and 29 years of age. Upon the initiative of a group
of older activists in the English, American, and French-occupied zones of Germany, the Ukrainian Youth Association (CYM) was
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reborn on July 6, 1946, and quickly spread to several continents, branching out from Europe into North and South America,
Australia, and then again found a home in the place of the organization’s founding, Ukraine; and
WHEREAS, Thirty-one years ago, on June 30, 1991, the indigenous Crimean Tatar people of Ukraine restored their historic
executive-representative body, Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar people, which in 2016 was once again banned by Russian occupying
forces, and the Mejlis building in the regional capital, Simferopol, was seized by Russian law enforcement, as the language,
rights, and culture of Ukraine’s indigenous people remain under threat today, much as they were during the Soviet and Tsarist
regimes; and

WHEREAS, Russia initiated unwarranted acts of aggression against Ukraine in 2014 by seizing the Crimean peninsula and
arming breakaway territories in the Donbas region; and

WHEREAS, On February 24, 2022, the sovereign country of Ukraine was needlessly invaded by the Russian Federation under a
false pretext of a peacekeeping operation; and

WHEREAS, Vladimir Putin, the President of the Russian Federation, and his cabinet have continued to perpetuate grossly false
information about the democratically elected government of Ukraine; and

WHEREAS, Russian forces have targeted civilians, committing war crimes and crimes against humanity, including the bombing of
a maternity ward and children’s hospital in Mariupol; and

WHEREAS, The shelling and mining of evacuation routes by Russia demonstrates an utter lack of regard for human life and
dignity; and

WHEREAS, The territorial integrity of Ukraine is sovereign and inviolable, and we honor the efforts and sacrifices of the Armed
Forces of Ukraine to fight the Russian invasion in Ukraine and their readiness to defend the entire European continent and its
United States allies against the actions of the Kremlin; and

WHEREAS, Ukraine has always had a special bond with the United States, with an over 20-year working relationship on United
States and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) deployments, with Ukraine sending them to serve alongside United States
forces in theaters such as Afghanistan and Iraq; and

WHEREAS, Ukrainian Americans continue to make significant contributions to the cultural fabric of the United States while never
forgetting about their rich history and heritage, more than 100 years since first immigrating to this great nation, with which they
share the collective values of freedom, democracy, and the rule of law from the United States and Ukraine; and

WHEREAS, California stands with the people of Ukraine and their right to self-determination, freedom, and democracy; and

WHEREAS, On the 31st anniversary of the independence of Ukraine, let us recommit ourselves to helping the Ukrainian nation
reclaim full sovereignty over its international borders and remember its heroes who sacrificed their lives to ensure the freedom
and happiness of future generations; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, That the Legislature hereby proclaims August 24, 2022, as Ukrainian
Independence Day, and requests and urges all citizens to join in commemorating this important anniversary; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies of this resolution to the author for appropriate distribution.

___________________

REVISIONS:
Heading—Line 2.

___________________


