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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2021-2022 REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 103

Introduced by Assembly Member Kalra
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Berman, Bloom, Boerner Horvath,
Mia Bonta, Bryan, Carrillo, Cervantes, Chen, Choi, Cunningham, Megan Dahle, Daly, Davies, Flora, Fong,
Mike Fong, Friedman, Gabriel, Gallagher, Cristina Garcia, Eduardo Garcia, Gipson, Grayson, Holden, Jones-
Sawyer, Kiley, Lackey, Levine, Low, Mathis, Mayes, Medina, Mullin, Nazarian, Nguyen, O’Donnell, Patterson,
Petrie-Norris, Quirk, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Rendon, Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, Rodriguez, Blanca Rubio,
Salas, Santiago, Seyarto, Smith, Stone, Ting, Valladares, Villapudua, Voepel, Waldron, Ward, Akilah Weber,
Wilson, and Wood)

April 04, 2022

Relative to Vaisakhi.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

HR 1083, as introduced, Kalra.

WHEREAS, Vaisakhi, also spelled Baisakhi, is an ancient festival of great significance to Sikhs, Hindus, and Buddhists in many
regions of India and other parts of South and Southeast Asia, and is celebrated annually on April 13 or 14 by many Californians
with Sikh and Indian heritage; and

WHEREAS, Vaisakhi, in several parts of Northern India, especially Punjab, is a long-established harvest festival, which predates
Sikhism, to celebrate the agricultural year and pray for abundant “rabi” crop produce for the next season; and

WHEREAS, For Sikhs and Sikh Americans, Vaisakhi holds special religious and historical significance because it commemorates
the creation of Khalsa by the 10th Guru Gobind Singh in 1699, whereby five Sikhs called “Panj Piaray” or “Beloved Five” were
transformed into leaders of the faith to defend religious freedom in front of thousands at Anandpur Sahib and unified Sikhs into a
family of soldier saints, known as the Khalsa Panth; and
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WHEREAS, Guru Gobind Singh, during the formation of Khalsa, initiated the “Panj Kakkar” or “Five K’s” tradition of the Khalsa
that continues to be the basis for the unique Sikh identity, whereby Sikhs wear Kesh (uncut hair), Kanga (a wooden comb), Kara
(an iron or steel bracelet worn on the wrist), Kirpan (an article of faith taking the form of a sword), and Kachera (short breeches);
and

WHEREAS, For Hindus and Hindu Americans, the first day of Vaisakhi marks the traditional solar new year and is celebrated in
diverse ways to mark spring harvest and the sacredness of rivers in Hindu culture, and many Hindus celebrate Vaisakhi by going
to temple to pay respects and seek blessings, by bathing in the sacred “Ganga” river, and by attending “melas,” or lively fairs; and

WHEREAS, The Sikh American celebration of Vaisakhi embodies an array of religious and cultural celebrations, including
worship, parades, dancing, and singing throughout the day and includes performing seva (selfless service), such as providing
free meals to the needy and inviting visitors to Gurdwaras (Houses of Worship); and

WHEREAS, Sikh Gurdwaras throughout the world and in California are decorated and hold celebrations, and many Sikh
Americans choose to be baptized as Khalsa on this day; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, That the Assembly recognizes this year’s Vaisakhi celebration on Thursday,
April 14, 2022, and encourages Californians to take part in this joyous day of celebration; and be it further

Resolved, That the Assembly observes Vaisakhi as one of the most significant days for Sikh Americans and Sikh history and in
observance of Vaisakhi, expresses its deepest respect for all who observe and celebrate Vaisakhi with South Asian Americans
and the Indian diaspora throughout the world on this significant occasion; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies of this resolution to the author for appropriate distribution.
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