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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 50

HR-50 (2021-2022)
                    

REVISED  AUGUST 26, 2021

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2021–2022 REGULAR SESSION

Introduced by Assembly Member Seyarto
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Chen, Choi, Fong, Lackey, Levine, Nguyen, Patterson, and Villapudua)

Villapudua, Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Bigelow, Bloom, Boerner Horvath, Bryan, Burke, Calderon,
Carrillo, Cervantes, Chau, Chiu, Cooley, Cooper, Cunningham, Megan Dahle, Davies, Flora, Frazier, Friedman,

Gabriel, Gallagher, Cristina Garcia, Eduardo Garcia, Gipson, Lorena Gonzalez, Gray, Holden, Irwin, Jones-
Sawyer, Kalra, Maienschein, Mathis, Mayes, Medina, Mullin, Muratsuchi, Nazarian, O’Donnell, Petrie-Norris,

Quirk, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Rendon, Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, Rodriguez, Blanca Rubio, Salas, Santiago,
Stone, Ting, Valladares, Voepel, Waldron, Ward, Akilah Weber, Wicks, and Wood)

May 20, 2021

Relative to California Impaired Driving Prevention Month.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

HR 50, as introduced, Seyarto.

WHEREAS, Alcohol, over-the-counter and prescription drugs, and illegal drugs can impair driving. Alcohol, marijuana, and other
drugs slow down coordination, judgment, and reaction times, which can impair the ability to drive; cocaine and methamphetamine
can make drivers more aggressive and reckless; using two or more drugs at the same time, including alcohol, can amplify the
impairing effects of each drug; and some prescription and over-the-counter medications can cause extreme drowsiness,
dizziness, and other side effects; and

WHEREAS, According to the Governors Highway Safety Association, 43.6 percent of fatally injured drivers in 2016 tested positive
for drugs, with over one-half of those drivers testing positive for two or more drugs; and

WHEREAS, According to the 2018 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, in 2018, 20,500,000 people 16 years of age or older
drove under the influence of alcohol in the past year, and 12,600,000 drove under the influence of illicit drugs; and

WHEREAS, Every day, about 28 people in the United States die in drunk-driving crashes, or one person every 52 minutes; and
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WHEREAS, Each year, more than 10,000 people in the United States die in crashes that involve an alcohol-impaired driver; in
fact, in 2019, there were 10,142 drunk-driving-related fatalities, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration;
and

WHEREAS, According to the California 2017 Annual Report of Fatal and Injury Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes, there were 18,987
alcohol-involved injury crashes; and

WHEREAS, Between 2009 and 2018, a total of 9,288 people were killed in vehicle crashes involving alcohol-impaired driving in
California alone; and

WHEREAS, That in 2017 alone in California, there were 1,167 deaths from alcohol-involved vehicle crashes, equating to 3.2
people dying each day; and

WHEREAS, In 2019, the number of alcohol-related vehicle fatalities in California finally dipped below 1,000; and

WHEREAS, The financial costs for a driving under the influence (DUI) conviction is over $5,000, which does not include the
increased costs in automobile insurance; and

WHEREAS, The consequences resulting from a DUI conviction are, on average: 3 months for adults and 12 months for teens
with a suspended license; 6 months in jail; three years on probation; 6 months in DUI classes; several months in court hearings;
and possible lifetime imprisonment for a murder conviction; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, That the Assembly designates the month of December 2021 as California
Impaired Driving Prevention Month; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly prepare and transmit copies of this resolution to the author for appropriate
distribution.

___________________

REVISIONS:
Heading—Line 3.

___________________


