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AB-2287  California Ocean Resources Stewardship Act of 2000. (2021-2022)
                    

Assembly Bill No. 2287

CHAPTER 208

An act to amend Sections 36971, 36972, 36979, and 36990 of, to amend the heading of Article 4 (commencing with

Section 36990) of Chapter 8 of Division 27 of, and to repeal Article 3 (commencing with Section 36980) of Chapter 8 of

Division 27 of, the Public Resources Code, relating to ocean resources.

[ Approved by Governor  August 29, 2022. Filed with Secretary of State  August 29, 2022. ]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 2287, Stone. California Ocean Resources Stewardship Act of 2000.

Existing law, the California Ocean Resources Stewardship Act of 2000, authorizes the Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency
to enter into an agreement with an existing nonprofit corporation to establish a trust to be known as the California Ocean Trust to
seek and provide funding for ocean resource science projects and to encourage coordinated, multiagency, multiinstitution
approaches to ocean resource science. Existing law requires the secretary to report to the Legislature on or before September 1,
2002, on the steps taken to ensure adequate coordination of ocean resource management science.

This bill would rename the trust to the California Ocean Science Trust and make conforming changes. The bill would authorize
the trust to administer grants and expenditures of the trust for specified purposes from private and public fund sources, including,
but not limited to, direct appropriations from the annual Budget Act and block grants from other state agencies with relevant need
for coordination and engagement with the trust. The bill would authorize the trust to engage with scientific experts for the purpose
of gaining knowledge, solutions, and recommendations for specified topics that are relevant to state agencies and departments,
as provided. The bill would repeal the provision requiring the secretary to report on the steps taken to ensure adequate
coordination of ocean resource management science.

Vote: majority   Appropriation: no   Fiscal Committee: yes   Local Program: no  

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 36971 of the Public Resources Code is amended to read:

36971. The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:

(a) The Pacific Ocean and its rich and varied resources provide great environmental, economic, aesthetic, recreational, health,
educational, and scientific benefits to the people of California and the nation. The 840-mile coastline and ocean enriches us
through a marine economy of over $44 billion, in 2012 dollars, annually.

(b)  Much of the quality of life and economic vibrancy supported by the state’s ocean resources depends on successful
management of those resources, and successful management depends on an adequate understanding of the natural, ecological,
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oceanographic, and coastal processes and their interactions with varied human activities, including the impacts of climate
change.

(c) The state is working to maintain and increase the benefits of its ocean resources to the public; a goal that increases the need
for sound management and greater practical understanding of the state’s ocean and coastal resources.

(d) Although California is making progress in ocean management efforts, unsolved existing challenges also point to the need for
greater improvements in management and the basic information needed for sound management. Examples of existing challenges
include depressed populations of many species that are the targets of state and federally managed fisheries, pollution that results
in beach and fishery closures, dredging and dredge spoils disposal necessary to keep the state’s ports competitive, changing
ocean chemistry and ecological impacts resulting from climate change, and coastal erosion that threatens structures and reduces
the quality of beaches.

(e)  Beginning in 2006, California has developed and periodically updated California Climate Change Assessments that assess
the impacts and risks from climate change and identify potential solutions focused on integrated action by California.

(f) As direct and indirect social, cultural, and economic impacts of climate change continue to amplify and worsen, governance
across multiple government sectors, such as infrastructure, natural ecosystem protection, agriculture and aquaculture, and many
others, will require a higher degree of coordination relative to developing new research and approaches for effective action.

(g) State and federal agencies with ocean and coastal resource management responsibility often lack basic information on which
to base decisions, and many management issues are broader than the mandates of individual agencies, and existing means for
coordinating agency efforts need to be improved. The result can be ad hoc, short-term management decisions based on
inadequate information.

(h) California has a wealth of outstanding public and private marine science institutions that have increased their commitments to
excellence in applied ocean resource science. Approximately one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000) in current, recent, or
planned marine science projects funded by the federal government, foundations, the University of California and California State
University systems, and private institutions could be of great benefit to the state’s coastal and ocean resource management
agencies.

(i) The obstacles to collaborative efforts involving those institutions and agencies include all of the following:

(1) Inadequate coordination among marine science institutions.

(2) Inadequate guidance from management agencies about information needs for management.

(3)  Important gaps in information, duplication of effort, missed opportunities, and unusable information due to the lack of
standardized and coordinated information management techniques. The circumstances and needs identified in the findings in
this section are among those recognized in this chapter and in the 1997 report prepared by the Resources Agency entitled
“California’s Ocean Resources: An Agenda for the Future.” This chapter is intended to address some of the basic objectives of
that report.

SEC. 2. Section 36972 of the Public Resources Code is amended to read:

36972. The Legislature further finds that it is the policy of the state to do all of the following:

(a)  Ensure adequate coordination of ocean resources management science among state, regional, and federal agencies and
marine science institutions, including, but not limited to, science related to climate change mitigation and adaptation.

(b)  Ensure the most efficient and effective use of state resources devoted to ocean resource management science and
encourage the contribution of federal and nongovernmental resources.

(c) Advance applied ocean science, graduate-level education, and technology development to meet current and future California
ocean resource management needs.

SEC. 3. Section 36979 of the Public Resources Code is amended to read:

36979. For purposes of this chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

(a) “Ocean resources” means all living and nonliving resources found in the Pacific Ocean and its contiguous saline or brackish
bays and estuaries.

(b) “Trust” means the California Ocean Science Trust authorized by Section 36990.



(c) “Trustees” means the trustees of the trust.
SEC. 4. Article 3 (commencing with Section 36980) of Chapter 8 of Division 27 of the Public Resources Code is repealed.

SEC. 5. The heading of Article 4 (commencing with Section 36990) of Chapter 8 of Division 27 of the Public Resources Code is
amended to read:

Article  4. California Ocean Science Trust
SEC. 6. Section 36990 of the Public Resources Code is amended to read:

36990.  (a) The Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency may enter into an agreement with an existing nonprofit corporation
with broad experience as the trustee of public funds, court-ordered mitigation funds, or other funds used to assist public agencies
in carrying out their responsibilities to establish a nongovernmental trust, to be known as the California Ocean Science Trust.

(b) The purposes of the trust shall be all of the following:

(1) To seek funds for California ocean resource science projects, emphasizing the development of new funding sources.

(2) To fund California ocean resource science projects that help fulfill the missions of the state’s ocean resource management
agencies.

(3) To encourage coordinated, multiagency, multiinstitution approaches to ocean resource science to deliver actionable science
solutions that accelerate equitable climate change adaptation.

(4) To encourage graduate education programs, training, and workforce development opportunities in management-oriented
ocean resource science in public and private universities and colleges in California.

(5)  To encourage new technologies that reduce the cost, increase the amount, or improve the quality of ocean resource
management information.

(6) To promote more effective coordination of California ocean resource science useful to management agencies.

(c) The trust may administer grants and expenditures of the trust for purposes consistent with this chapter from private and public
fund sources, including, but not limited to, direct appropriations from the annual Budget Act and block grants from other state
agencies with relevant need for coordination and engagement with the trust.

(d) (1) For the purpose of developing and providing peer reviews, technical guidance, or scientific reports and analyses to state
agencies and departments with relevant need, the trust may engage with scientific experts through convenings, including panels,
workshops, or symposia, to gain knowledge, solutions, and recommendations for topics consistent with subdivision (b).

(2) As funding allows, the trust shall develop an annual list of topics, consistent with subdivision (b), that the trust will undertake
to deliver the content pursuant to paragraph (1) to state agencies and departments.


