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AB-1409 Planning and zoning: general plan: safety element. (2021-2022)
                    

Assembly Bill No. 1409

CHAPTER 481

An act to amend Section 65302.15 of the Government Code, relating to land use.

[ Approved by Governor  October 04, 2021. Filed with Secretary of State  October 04, 2021. ]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 1409, Levine. Planning and zoning: general plan: safety element.

The Planning and Zoning Law requires the legislative body of each county and city to adopt a comprehensive, long-term general
plan for the physical development of the county or city and of any land outside its boundaries that bears a relation to its planning.
Existing law requires the general plan to include a safety element that addresses, among other things, evacuation routes related
to identified fire and geologic hazards. Existing law, upon the next revision of a local hazard mitigation plan on or after January 1,
2022, or beginning on or before January 1, 2022, if a local jurisdiction has not adopted a local hazard mitigation plan, requires the
safety element to be reviewed and updated as necessary to identify evacuation routes and their capacity, safety, and viability
under a range of emergency scenarios.

This bill would also require the safety element to be reviewed and updated to identify evacuation locations. By increasing the
duties of local planning officials with respect to the update of general plans, this bill would impose a state-mandated local
program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.

Vote: majority   Appropriation: no   Fiscal Committee: yes   Local Program: yes  

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 65302.15 of the Government Code is amended to read:

65302.15. (a) Upon the next revision of a local hazard mitigation plan, adopted in accordance with the federal Disaster Mitigation
Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-390), on or after January 1, 2022, or, if a local jurisdiction has not adopted a local hazard mitigation
plan, beginning on or before January 1, 2022, the safety element adopted pursuant to subdivision (g) of Section 65302 shall be
reviewed and updated as necessary to identify evacuation routes and their capacity, safety, and viability and evacuation locations
under a range of emergency scenarios. A county or city that has adopted a local hazard mitigation plan, emergency operations
plan, or other document that fulfills commensurate goals and objectives may use that information in the safety element to comply
with this section and, in that event, shall summarize and incorporate into the safety element that other plan or document.
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(b) After the initial revision of the safety element pursuant to subdivision (a), the planning agency shall review and, if necessary,
revise the safety element upon each revision of the housing element or local hazard mitigation plan, but not less than once every
eight years, to identify new information relating to flood and fire hazards and climate adaptation and resiliency strategies
applicable to the city or county that was not available during the previous revision of the safety element.
SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution because a
local agency or school district has the authority to levy service charges, fees, or assessments sufficient to pay for the program or
level of service mandated by this act, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code.


