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AB-63 Marine resources: Marine Managed Areas Improvement Act: restoration and monitoring activities.
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Assembly Bill No. 63

CHAPTER 368

An act to amend Section 36710 of the Public Resources Code, relating to marine resources.
[ Approved by Governor September 28, 2021. Filed with Secretary of State September 28, 2021. |

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 63, Petrie-Norris. Marine resources: Marine Managed Areas Improvement Act: restoration and monitoring activities.

Existing law establishes the Marine Managed Areas Improvement Act (MMAIA), which, among other things, prescribes 6
classifications for designating managed areas in the marine and estuarine environments to ensure the long-term ecological
viability and biological productivity of marine and estuarine ecosystems and to preserve cultural resources in the coastal sea.
Under the MMAIA, in a state marine conservation area, it is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess any living, geological, or
cultural marine resource for commercial or recreational purposes, or a combination of commercial and recreational purposes, that
the designating entity or managing agency determines would compromise protection of the species of interest, natural
community, habitat, or geological features. The MMAIA authorizes the designating entity or managing agency to permit, among
other things, research, education, and recreational activities.

This bill would authorize the designating entity or managing agency to also permit restoration and monitoring activities.

Vote: majority Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: yes Local Program: no

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. Section 36710 of the Public Resources Code is amended to read:

36710. (a) In a state marine reserve, it is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess any living geological, or cultural marine
resource, except under a permit or specific authorization from the managing agency for research, restoration, or monitoring
purposes. While, to the extent feasible, the area shall be open to the public for managed enjoyment and study, the area shall be
maintained to the extent practicable in an undisturbed and unpolluted state. Access and use for activities including, but not limited
to, walking, swimming, boating, and diving may be restricted to protect marine resources. Research, restoration, and monitoring
may be permitted by the managing agency. Educational activities and other forms of nonconsumptive human use may be
permitted by the designating entity or managing agency in a manner consistent with the protection of all marine resources.

(b) In a state marine park, it is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess any living or nonliving marine resource for commercial
exploitation purposes. Any human use that would compromise protection of the species of interest, natural community or habitat,
or geological, cultural, or recreational features may be restricted by the designating entity or managing agency. All other uses are
allowed, including scientific collection with a permit, research, monitoring, and public recreation, including recreational harvest,
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unless otherwise restricted. Public use, enjoyment, and education are encouraged, in a manner consistent with protecting
resource values.

(c) In a state marine conservation area, it is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess any living, geological, or cultural marine
resource for commercial or recreational purposes, or a combination of commercial and recreational purposes, that the
designating entity or managing agency determines would compromise protection of the species of interest, natural community,
habitat, or geological features. The designating entity or managing agency may permit research, restoration, monitoring,
education, and recreational activities, and certain commercial and recreational harvest of marine resources.

(d) In a state marine cultural preservation area, it is unlawful to damage, take, or possess any cultural marine resource. Complete
integrity of the cultural resources shall be sought, and no structure or improvements that conflict with that integrity shall be
permitted. No other use is restricted.

(e) In a state marine recreational management area, it is unlawful to perform any activity that, as determined by the designating
entity or managing agency, would compromise the recreational values for which the area may be designated. Recreational
opportunities may be protected, enhanced, or restricted, while preserving basic resource values of the area. No other use is
restricted.

(f) In a state water quality protection area, waste discharges shall be prohibited or limited by the imposition of special conditions in
accordance with the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (Division 7 (commencing with Section 13000) of the Water Code)
and implementing regulations, including, but not limited to, the California Ocean Plan adopted and reviewed pursuant to Article 4
(commencing with Section 13160) of Chapter 3 of Division 7 of the Water Code and the Water Quality Control Plan for Control of
Temperature in the Coastal and Interstate Waters and Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of California (California Thermal Plan)
adopted by the state board. No other use is restricted.




