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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 8

HR-8 (2019-2020)
                    

REVISED  AUGUST 26, 2019

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2019–2020 REGULAR SESSION

Introduced by Assembly Member Voepel
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Bauer-Kahan, Berman, Bigelow, Bloom,

Boerner Horvath, Bonta, Brough, Burke, Calderon, Carrillo, Cervantes, Chau, Chen, Chiu, Choi, Chu, Cooley,
Cooper, Daly, Diep, Eggman, Flora, Fong, Frazier, Friedman, Gabriel, Gallagher, Cristina Garcia,

Eduardo Garcia, Gipson, Gloria, Gonzalez, Gray, Grayson, Holden, Irwin, Jones-Sawyer, Kalra, Kamlager-Dove,
Kiley, Lackey, Levine, Limón, Low, Maienschein, Mathis, Mayes, McCarty, Medina, Melendez, Mullin,

Muratsuchi, Nazarian, Obernolte, O’Donnell, Patterson, Petrie-Norris, Quirk, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Rendon,
Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert Rivas, Rodriguez, Blanca Rubio, Salas, Santiago, Smith, Mark Stone, Ting, Waldron,

Wicks, and Wood)

January 18, 2019

Relative to German American Heritage Day and Month.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

HR 8, as introduced, Voepel.

WHEREAS, Early German American immigrants settled in the Americas during the early years of Jamestown in Virginia; and

WHEREAS, On October 6, 1683, the first American German town was founded in Pennsylvania and named Germantown; and

WHEREAS, Like many immigrant groups in the United States, German Americans came to the United States to seek
opportunities that they were deprived of back home. America promised opportunity for farm ownership, escape from religious
persecution, and more economic mobility to help raise their families; and

WHEREAS, German Americans contributed to the development of the United States in many ways, including in science with Neil
Armstrong being the first person to set foot on the moon; in entertainment with Walt Disney bringing magic into people’s lives
through Disney World, Disneyland, and many treasured films that keep smiles on every child’s face; and in industry with William
Edward Boeing being an aviation pioneer of The Boeing Company; and
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WHEREAS, Many people of German American descent have contributed in different areas of American life from the sciences to
literature, from the economy to entrepreneurship, and from technological advancement to the design of the United States Capitol
dome by August G. Schoenborn; and

WHEREAS, German Americans have also played a major role in California politics as governors, legislative leaders, city mayors,
and other public officials who have worked tirelessly to build California into the state that it is today; and

WHEREAS, German Americans were significantly involved in the development of infrastructure and technology throughout the
United States, especially in California. This includes notable German Americans such as Bill Gates and Steve Jobs who
developed revolutionary technologies that move commerce, build human connections across the globe, and built independence
across continents; and

WHEREAS, Many German American authors like John Steinbeck and Dr. Seuss, celebrities and humorists like Jimmy Kimmel
and David Letterman, and composers like Hans Zimmer who changed the film industry, have contributed greatly to the United
States in art, entertainment, and literature; and

WHEREAS, Today, over 42.8 million Americans across the United States and over 6 million in the State of California claim
German heritage, and they continue to contribute to American and Californian politics, economy, and culture; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, That in honor of the multitude of contributions that German Americans have
made to make this a better country and state for all people, the Assembly declares the month of October 2019 as German
American Heritage Month and October 6, 2019, as German American Heritage Day in California, and the Assembly calls upon the
people of the state to observe the month of October with appropriate ceremonies, programs, and activities; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies of this resolution to the author for appropriate distribution.

___________________

REVISIONS:
Heading—Line 2.
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