
SHARE THIS:   

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 122

HR-122 (2017-2018)
                    

REVISED  AUGUST 31, 2018

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2017–2018 REGULAR SESSION

Introduced by Assembly Member Eggman
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Acosta, Aguiar-Curry, Travis Allen, Arambula, Baker, Berman, Bigelow, Bloom,
Bonta, Brough, Burke, Caballero, Calderon, Carrillo, Cervantes, Chau, Chávez, Chen, Chiu, Choi, Chu, Cooley,

Cooper, Cunningham, Dahle, Daly, Flora, Fong, Frazier, Friedman, Gabriel, Gallagher, Cristina Garcia,
Eduardo Garcia, Gipson, Gloria, Gonzalez Fletcher, Gray, Grayson, Harper, Holden, Irwin, Jones-Sawyer, Kalra,
Kamlager-Dove, Kiley, Lackey, Levine, Limón, Low, Maienschein, Mathis, Mayes, McCarty, Medina, Melendez,

Mullin, Muratsuchi, Nazarian, Obernolte, O’Donnell, Patterson, Quirk, Quirk-Silva, Rendon, Reyes, Rivas,
Rodriguez, Rubio, Salas, Santiago, Steinorth, Mark Stone, Thurmond, Ting, Voepel, Waldron, Weber, and Wood)

August 08, 2018

Relative to the 100th anniversary of the first women elected to the California State Assembly.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

HR 122, as introduced, Eggman.

WHEREAS, One hundred years ago in 1918 – seven years after California women won the right to vote – Grace Dorris, Esto
Broughton, Elizabeth Hughes, and Anna Saylor were the first four females elected to the California State Assembly; and

WHEREAS, The first 1918 pioneer, Grace Dorris, ran for the Assembly in her husband’s place after he enlisted in the Navy during
World War I, and in an era when candidates could run in multiple primaries, Dorris won the Republican, Democratic, Socialist,
and Prohibition primaries. Once elected to the Assembly, Dorris advocated for shorter work hours for domestic servants and for
the creation of a public defender’s office to provide legal services to indigent defendants; and

WHEREAS, The second 1918 pioneer, Esto Broughton, played a leading role in bringing water to San Joaquin Valley farms by
co-authoring landmark legislation that allowed irrigation districts to develop electric power in connection with irrigation projects.
Broughton also authored legislation that reformed California’s community property law; and
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WHEREAS, The third 1918 pioneer, Elizabeth Hughes, defeated two male opponents in the primary election, one of whom
argued that women were too weak to survive in politics. Hughes became the chair of the Assembly Education committee and
sponsored legislation to expand what later became Chico State University. She also carried successful legislation related to
compulsory school age, county school funding, junior colleges, and the creation of part-time schools; and

WHEREAS, The fourth 1918 pioneer, Anna Saylor, ran for the Assembly on a platform to eradicate illiteracy, and to boost state
support of elementary schools. After winning a landslide victory in the general election, Saylor led a high-profile campaign to
abolish the death penalty for minors, and established psychiatric clinics in state prisons. Saylor was also dedicated to creating
mental health assistance for the elderly and reducing exploitation of children in the workplace; and

WHEREAS, Grace Dorris, Esto Broughton, Elizabeth Hughes, and Anna Saylor were serious and earnest lawmakers who hurdled
longstanding political barriers in 1918 to occupy positions of leadership that women struggled over decades to secure; and

WHEREAS, Each of the four 1918 pioneers broke down stereotypes and traditional gender roles and left lasting imprints on
California public policy; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, That the Assembly honors Grace Dorris, Esto Broughton, Elizabeth Hughes,
and Anna Saylor, and recognizes August 27, 2018, as the 100th anniversary of the election of the first four women to the
California State Assembly; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies of this resolution to the author for appropriate distribution.

___________________

REVISIONS:
Heading—Line 2.

___________________


