Joraetet.
/ LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION

Home Bill Information California Law Publications Other Resources My Subscriptions My Favorites

AB-1798 Schoolbuses: passenger restraint systems. (2017-2018)
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Assembly Bill No. 1798

CHAPTER 206

An act to amend Section 27316 of the Vehicle Code, relating to schoolbuses.
[ Approved by Governor August 27, 2018. Filed with Secretary of State August 27, 2018. |

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 1798, Chu. Schoolbuses: passenger restraint systems.

Existing law requires that schoolbuses manufactured on or after July 1, 2004, or July 1, 2005, depending on vehicle capacity and
weight, and purchased or leased for use in California be equipped with a passenger restraint system, as specified, at all
designated seating positions, unless specifically prohibited by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Existing law
makes a violation of these requirements a crime.

This bill would require that, on or before July 1, 2035, all schoolbuses in use in California be equipped with a passenger restraint
system, as defined. Because a violation of the bill’s requirements would be a crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated local
program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.

Vote: majority Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: yes Local Program: yes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. Section 27316 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

27316. (a) Unless specifically prohibited by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, all schoolbuses purchased or
leased for use in California shall be equipped at all designated seating positions with a combination pelvic and upper torso
passenger restraint system, if the schoolbus is either of the following:

(1) Type 1, as defined in paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 1201 of Title 13 of the California Code of Regulations, and
is manufactured on or after July 1, 2005.

(2) Type 2, as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 1201 of Title 13 of the California Code of Regulations, and
is manufactured on or after July 1, 2004.

(b) For purposes of this section, a “passenger restraint system” means any of the following:



https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A//leginfo.legislature.ca.gov%3A443/faces/billNavClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id=201720180AB1798&t=20172018AB-1798&
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A//leginfo.legislature.ca.gov%3A443/faces/billNavClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id=201720180AB1798&t=20172018AB-1798&
https://twitter.com/home?status=20172018AB-1798%20https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov:443/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1798&
https://twitter.com/home?status=20172018AB-1798%20https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov:443/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1798&

(1) Arestraint system that is in compliance with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 209, for a type 2 seatbelt assembly, and
with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 210, as those standards were in effect on the date the schoolbus was
manufactured.

(2) A restraint system certified by the schoolbus manufacturer that is in compliance with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard
222 and incorporates a type 2 lap/shoulder restraint system.

(c) A person, school district, or organization, with respect to a schoolbus equipped with passenger restraint systems pursuant to
this section, shall not be charged for a violation of this code or any regulation adopted thereunder requiring a passenger to use a
passenger restraint system, if a passenger on the schoolbus fails to use or improperly uses the passenger restraint system.

(d) It is the intent of the Legislature, in implementing this section, that school pupil transportation providers work to prioritize the
allocation of schoolbuses purchased, leased, or contracted for on or after July 1, 2004, for type 2 schoolbuses, or on or after July
1, 2005, for type 1 schoolbuses, to ensure that elementary level schoolbus passengers receive first priority for new schoolbuses
whenever feasible.

(e) On or before July 1, 2035, all schoolbuses in use in California shall be equipped with a passenger restraint system.

SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIlI B of the California Constitution because the
only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XlII B of the California
Constitution.




