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Assembly Bill No. 1692

CHAPTER 330

An act to amend, repeal, and add Section 3170 of the Family Code, and to add Section 69619.6 to the Government

Code, relating to the judiciary.
[ Approved by Governor September 27, 2017. Filed with Secretary of State September 27, 2017. ]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 1692, Committee on Judiciary. Judiciary omnibus.

(1) Existing law requires a court to set the contested issues for mediation when it appears on the face of a petition, application, or
other pleading to obtain or modify a temporary or permanent custody or visitation order that custody, visitation, or both are
contested.

This bill, until January 1, 2020, would authorize a party, prior to filing the petition, application, or other pleading to obtain or modify
a temporary or permanent custody or visitation order, to request that the court set a custody or visitation issue for mediation and
would authorize the court to do so.

(2) Existing law specifies the number of judges of the superior court for each county, and allocates additional judgeships to the
various counties in accordance with uniform standards for factually determining additional need in each county, as approved by
the Judicial Council, and other specified criteria. Existing law provides for the conversion of 146 subordinate judicial officer
positions in eligible superior courts upon the occurrence of specified conditions, including that the proposed action is ratified by
the Legislature, except that no more than 16 positions may be converted to judgeships in any fiscal year. Notwithstanding this
provision, existing law authorizes up to 10 additional subordinate judicial officer positions to be converted to judgeships in any
fiscal year if the conversions will result in a judge being assigned to a family law or juvenile law assignment previously presided
over by a subordinate judicial officer and the proposed action is ratified by the Legislature.

This bill would ratify the authority of the Judicial Council to convert 10 subordinate judicial officer positions to judgeships in the
2017-18 fiscal year when the conversion will result in a judge being assigned to a family law or juvenile law assignment
previously presided over by a subordinate judicial officer.

Vote: majority Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: yes Local Program: no
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. Section 3170 of the Family Code is amended to read:

3170. (a) (1) If it appears on the face of a petition, application, or other pleading to obtain or modify a temporary or permanent
custody or visitation order that custody, visitation, or both are contested, the court shall set the contested issues for mediation.
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(2) Prior to filing the petition, application, or other pleading to obtain or modify a temporary or permanent custody or visitation
order, a party to an existing case may request that the court set a custody or visitation issue for mediation, and the court may
set that issue for mediation.

(b) Domestic violence cases shall be handled by Family Court Services in accordance with a separate written protocol approved
by the Judicial Council. The Judicial Council shall adopt guidelines for services, other than services provided under this chapter,
that courts or counties may offer to parents who have been unable to resolve their disputes. These services may include, but are
not limited to, parent education programs, booklets, video recordings, or referrals to additional community resources.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2020, and as of that date is repealed.
SEC. 2. Section 3170 is added to the Family Code, to read:

3170. (a) If it appears on the face of a petition, application, or other pleading to obtain or modify a temporary or permanent
custody or visitation order that custody, visitation, or both are contested, the court shall set the contested issues for mediation.

(b) Domestic violence cases shall be handled by Family Court Services in accordance with a separate written protocol approved
by the Judicial Council. The Judicial Council shall adopt guidelines for services, other than services provided under this chapter,
that courts or counties may offer to parents who have been unable to resolve their disputes. These services may include, but are
not limited to, parent education programs, booklets, video recordings, or referrals to additional community resources.

(c) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2020.
SEC. 3. Section 69619.6 is added to the Government Code, to read:

69619.6. (a) The Legislature hereby ratifies the authority of the Judicial Council to convert 10 subordinate judicial officer positions
to judgeships in the 2017-18 fiscal year when the conversion will result in a judge being assigned to a family law or juvenile law
assignment previously presided over by a subordinate judicial officer, pursuant to subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1) of
subdivision (c) of Section 69615.

(b) The action described in subdivision (a) shall be in addition to any action that may be taken pursuant to the authority described
in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 69615 to convert up to 16 subordinate judicial officer positions
to judgeships.




